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PROGRAM

President Rock Jones Presiding

PROCESSIONAL	 Ohio Wesleyan Brass Ensemble

NATIONAL ANTHEM (Please Rise)	 Mr. Austin R. Wood ’21

INVOCATION	 The Rev. Jon R. Powers, B.A., Th.M.
	 University Chaplain

WELCOME	 Dr. Rock Jones, B.A., M.Div., Ph.D.
	 President

GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES	         Mr. Aaron Granger, Esq. ’93, B.A., J.D.
	 Board of Trustees

PRESENTATION OF THE BISHOP HERBERT WELCH AWARD	 Mr. Granger and 
FOR SCHOLARLY OR ARTISTIC ACHIEVEMENT	 Dr. Charles L. Stinemetz ’83,
   	 B.A., M.Sc., Ph.D., Provost

PRESENTATION OF THE SHERWOOD DODGE SHANKLAND	     Mr. Granger and Dr. Stinemetz   
  AWARD FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF TEACHERS
    Endowed by the late William H. and Frances Shankland Ryan ’29

PRESENTATION OF THE BISHOP HERBERT WELCH	     Mr. Granger and Dr. Stinemetz  
  MERITORIOUS TEACHING AWARD
    Provided by the Greater New York Alumni Association

PRESENTATION OF THE ADAM POE MEDAL TO RETIRING FACULTY	 Dr. Jones
    Lynette Carpenter, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.
    Theodore F. Cohen, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.
    A. John Gatz, A.B., Ph.D. 
    Mary T. Howard, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.
    Paul E. Kostyu, B.S., M.A., Ph.D.
    Amy A. McClure, B.A., M.A.T., M.Ed., Ph.D.

INTRODUCTION OF COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER	 Dr. Jones 

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS	 Dr. Diane Y. Petersen ’66, B.A., M.A., M.D.

PRESENTATION OF THE CLASS OF 2019 AND	 Ms. Shelly A. McMahon, B.S., M.S.
CONFERRING OF THE DEGREES IN COURSE	 University Registrar
	 and Dr. Jones 

REMARKS BY THE SENIOR CLASS PRESIDENT	 Ms. Caroline L. Hamlin ’19, B.A. 

BENEDICTION	 Dr. Jones

ALMA MATER	    Mr. Wood

Ohio Wesleyan! Sweetly and strong. 
Rises our hymn of praise for thee alone;
Heaven re-echoes it, loud let it ring, 
Ohio Wesleyan! Loyal hearts sing.

Ohio Wesleyan! Proud is thy crown.
Rarest of laurels e’er Vict’ry has known;
Noblest achievements have hallowed thy name,
Ohio Wesleyan! Deathless thy fame.

RECESSIONAL	 Ohio Wesleyan Brass Ensemble

GRADUATES AND AUDIENCE WILL REMAIN SEATED UNTIL PLATFORM PARTY HAS RECESSED



Olivia Fletcher Baylor

Rachel Breanne Bush

Andrew Tyler Farina

Leannah Aleris Frances 

Candidates for the Degree
of

Bachelor of Fine Arts

Candidates for the Degree
of

Bachelor of Arts

Alexis Christian Graffice

Samantha Grace Kaiser

Harrison Joseph Nickels

William Lee Steele

Alyssa Marie Acevedo 
Nicholas William Adams
Adedeji Karl Adebiyi
Adedayo Oluwatosin Akinmadeyemi 
Philippos Demetrios Alevizopoulos 
Catherine Rose Allen 
Christopher Brian Allocco 
Sabrina J. Amato
Adam Timothy Armstrong
Jacqueline Elizabeth Arnott
William Michael Ashburn
Christopher Hayden Azzarello 
Kristie Jiwoo Bae 
Delanie Elizabeth Baker
Adia Tamu Barmore
Jessica Elisa Barrios Hernández
Samantha Michelle Bates 
Mallika Baudh
Zoe Ellen Baumgartner-Brown
Jesse Ray Beachy
Aaron Graham Bennington
Shannon Elizabeth Bermingham
Faith Victoria Best

Brenden Cole Betz
Nathalie Elizabeth Bidwell
Ornella Kaliza Bisamaza
Eva A. Blockstein
Lauren Victoria Boedicker
Emerson Nash Bonnema 
Christopher Scott Bonner
John Robert Bonus 
Anastasia Virginia Borish
John Blackburn Bouman
Kelsey Jo Bowling 
Kerri Lee Brooks
Quinton I. Broomfield 
Daniel Edward Brothers 
Jackson Blue Brownstein 
Mackenzie Lee Brunke
Johanna Adrian Burr
Sophia Grace Burt
Ky-Ree Alan Burton
Chloe Nicole Bush
Kaylie Dawn Callihan 
Natalie Baker Campbell
Ariana Noelia Campos

Candidates for the Degree
of

Bachelor of Science

Marielle Kathleen Buss

Mustapha Munir Habib 

Austin Cole Hammaker

Jack Henry Bicalho Hibbard

Alec Nicholas Martin 

Diego Camilo Venegas Vargas



Nina Shou Carmichael-Tanaka
Lauren Rae Carpenter
Victoria Sophia Chavez
Weeginne Cherrelus
Eva Wangari Churu
Kelly Anna Coffyn
Lauren Frances Corcoran
Veda Elisabeth Cost
William Michael Cousino
Leah Catherine Crawford
Alexandria Gabrielle Creech
Anthony David Crow 
Chanel Kysandra Cruz 
Caitlin Ashley Culberg 
Rafer Llyod-Smith Dandy 
Anna Lenora Davies
Eric Lee Davis Jr.
Kyle McKay Davis 
Thomas Bradley Davis
Erin Michele Delaney
Daniel Delatte
Alyssa Eileen DiPadova
Jackson Allen Druckenbroad
Felipe Duarte Rico
Milany Sameiro Timas Duarte
Elise Elizabeth Duldner
Hannah Adell Durr
Trevor Anthony Edwards Jr.
Ryan P. Ehrhardt
James Franklin Elliman III
Theodore Andrew Elmore 
Joseph Harris Emerson
Joshua Dejshun Epkins
Genaye B. Ervin
Julien Magnim Essolakina
Allison Marie Eynon
Jenna Angelique Fannin
Lucas Edward Farmer
Samantha Eve Fedoush
Emma Christine Felty
Kalie Nicole Flack
Daniel Maxson Frame
Molly Barrett Geffken
Serena Elise George 
Rebecca Joy Gerrish
Dilara Osman Gingerich
Yasmin Osman Gingerich

Hayley Louise Glessner 
Andrew David Gouhin
Drew Wallace Gray
Kristina Lyn Green
Erin Frances Greer 
Margaret Ann Greer 
Marisa Lynn Grillo
Evan Nicholas Guein
Caroline Lee Hamlin
Joshua Michael Harkness
Jonathan Collingwood Harmon
Ares Julian Harper 
Colten Robert Harvey
Muhammad Zafir Tayyab Hayat
Demias Moreno Heard
Kelsey Jenelle Heath
Alexandra Ruth Heberle 
Dalton Tyler Henderson
Abigail Marie Hermes
Luke P. Herrmann
Hollend Amelia Hickman
Victoria Marianna Salvatore Hilario 
Steven Francis Hildebrand
Zachary Jang-Gay Hill
William Fairbanks Hogan
John Cullen Homan 
Matthew Robert Houck
Evan James Hudgens
Malaun Jeanette Huff
Cindy Le Huynh
Xavier Toussaint Irving-Smedley
Daniel Raymond Jablonski
Jase Daniel Jacobson
Shaan Sham Jaidhara
Cole Darrell-Randolph Jamieson
Jack Edmund Jeschke
Bin Jin
Emma Lyndal Johnson
Mitchell Joseph Johnson
Paige Nicole Johnson
Grace McKenna Jones
Hannah Joseph
Raissa Cibile Kanku 
Isamu Kawashita
Larisa Holland Keating
Hussain Mustafa Khatai
Austen M. Kimbro



Jordan Anthony King
Lillian Watson Webster Klein 
Megan Marie Brooks Klick
Elizabeth Patterson Knowlton
Eugene Kramskoi
Katie Anna Kuckelheim
Charles Raymond Kuhn III
Xunhui Lai
Alexander Patrick Lambert
Madison Kate Lancaster 
Jordan Jamel Leach
Audrey Elise Long
Mona Lynch
Ninna Marie Maldonado De la Rosa
Symone Zhane Mann
Alicia Gabriele Margello
Mollie Elizabeth Yihua Marshall 
Trevor Charles Martin 
Joshua Adam Martineau
Sarah Ruth Mattick 
Kimberly Anne McCalmont
Ashley Reneé McCracken
Lyndsay Nichole McMullen
Francisco Mejia
Julia P. Melio
Nicholas Laselle Melvin 
Alexander Roy Menzo
Margaret Murray Michicich
Jack Andrew Miklos
Jared Christopher Mitchell
Alexandria Italia Molnar 
Patrick Edward Monaghan
Steven Mora Zacarias
Delontaye Montrell Morrow
Tendekai Benn Mudzinganyama 
Matthew Erik Musich
Sydney Ruth Nadler
Muhammad Mouaid Naseer
Leah Allen Nathanson
Robert McCarty Naughton
Andrew Reed Newport 
Alexandria Sue Niemeyer
Kienan Charles O’Doherty
Thomas Carsten Oggier
Sterling Jerel O’Hara
Nicole Antonia Olguin
Casey Lynn O’Toole

Jared Andrew Ottenstein 
Doris Elizabeth Ottman 
Andrew Joseph Outcalt
Penell Elaine Paglialunga
Annapurna Pakrasi 
Tyler David Palmer
Derian Palmerín Chávez
Spencer Gerald Pauley
Diamond Sierra Person
James Elliot Peterson
Phillip Cole Petty 
Rylie Claire Pittard 
Caroline Breckenbridge Plott 
Armando Eduardo Polizzi
David Edward Praul 
Megan Mckéll Price
Morgan W. Psenicka
Hilary Chambers Quinn
Sydney Renee Quinn
Adriana Pamela Raass
Margaret Mcgovern Rae
Abigail Elizabeth Ralph 
Josselyne Ramirez-Lopez
Collin Grant Rastetter 
Meryl Ellison Reams
Eli Josiah Reed
Mackenzie Anne Reed 
Yanira Natiquinica Rhymer-Stuart
Jared Todd Rieger
Carter Douglas Riskind
Jack Douglas Riter
Alexis Morgan Roberts
Mikayla Marie Robinson
Christopher Rodriguez
Mikhaila Rachelle Roe
Braden Mathews Roesch
Clelia Rebekah Rose
Christopher Ramasura Ruiyantoro
Michelle Elisabeth Gakenia Rukeyser 
Slater Christopher Sabo
Sarah C. Sanford
Madina Sargand
Nathan Roy Schmidt
Alexandria Renee Schmitt
Allisa Ann-Marie Schuller
Marvel Komosaydadie Seneh
Cesar Andres Servin 



John William Shadoan
Syeda Ramsha Shah
Rollie William Sharer Jr. 
Kylie Virginia Shaw 
Rachael Lee Sheets 
Eric Michael Sheetz II
Emily Joyce Shpiece 
Erika Lynn Shultz
David Stewart Sickles 
Sydney Erin Simmons 
Henry Edwards Sloan
Tessa Gray Smalley
Cameron Tyler Smith 
Michael Gordon Smosny Jr.
Madeleine Claire Sorrick
Zachariah Souary
Noah Chamberlain Spicer 
Espen Cole Stalder
Aidan Stout
Austin Riley Strauss
John Mandela Suruma
Emily Amadea Sutliff
Michael Sean Sutton
Julien S.D. Sykes
Anna Grace Taylor
Alix Michelle Templeman
Maxwell Brooks Tennant
Savannah Irene Travis
Caitlyn Haruka Kanani Trickey
David Alexander Van Hove
Alexandria Nicole Vasquez 
Merritt Lorraine Ver Steeg 
Kathleen Marie Vonderembse
Michael Thomas Wadsworth 
Malia Elizabeth Grace Walker
Seamus Walsh
Bethany Johanna Ward
Hannah Rose Wargo
Benjamin Roy Whitbourn 
Kirsten Elizabeth Whitford
Alexandra Regina Wiener 
TraVon Derrick E. Wilkes
Sophia Margaret Winegard
Ahmed Wiqar

Matthew Ryan Wolf 
Malory Mae Wolfe
Ashley Hope Woodson 
Jacob Ryan Worrell Jr.
Dakota Blaze Orion Wright
Matthew Ryan Yung 
Joseph Michael Yurik
Jason Thomas Zeides 
Lisa Nichole Zeller
Zihan Zhuang
Joshua Richard Zoppa

Because Ohio Wesleyan University has only one Commencement exercise each academic year, the 
listing of degree candidates in some categories includes names of some students who will receive 
their diplomas after completing summer or fall courses.



Recipient of the Adam Poe Medal

LYNETTE CARPENTER
Professor of English

1989-2019

Dr. Lynette Carpenter – educator, novelist, scholar, activist, and animal lover – is retiring after 
serving on the Ohio Wesleyan faculty for 30 years.

A native Texan, Dr. Carpenter received her B.A. from the University of Texas and her M.A. and 
Ph.D. from Indiana University, where she also minored in Film Studies. Before coming to OWU, 
she taught in the English Department at the University of Cincinnati while serving as Associate 
and then Acting Director of Women’s Studies at the same institution.

A versatile teacher, Dr. Carpenter offered courses in expository and creative writing, 19th- 
and 20th-century American literature, women’s literature, the Gothic, and film. Her scholarly 
works include two books on women’s ghost stories (with Wendy Kolmar) as well as essays on 
American film, on authors such as Edith Wharton, Shirley Jackson, and Edna O’Brien, and a 
pathbreaking study that identifies the girl detective as a lineal descendent of the Gothic heroine. 
She also wrote for Ms., the highly influential feminist magazine, and published an art book with 
photographer (and OWU faculty member) Jeffrey Nilan, The Road Home / The Home Road.

In an appropriately Gothic twist, Dr. Carpenter adopted a second identity shortly after arriving 
at Ohio Wesleyan. Under the pen name D.B. Borton or Della Borton, Dr. Carpenter has published 
11 mystery novels in two series: the Cat Caliban series and the Gilda Liberty series.

More recently, she expanded her literary repertoire by publishing a work of comic science 
fiction, Second Coming, as well as two new mysteries, Smoke and Bayou City Burning. While 
compulsively readable as whodunits, Dr. Carpenter’s novels are typically characterized by 
precisely rendered historical settings, resourceful heroines, and a puckish sense of humor.

Dr. Carpenter’s pedagogical, scholarly, and literary accomplishments have not prevented her 
from being a dedicated colleague, a generous mentor for students and junior faculty, and an 
engaged citizen within the University committee.

Dr. Carpenter has served as the Chair of the English department, the Secretary of the campus 
chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, and the Faculty Advisor of the OWL literary magazine.

As the head of the Film Studies Program, she was the driving force behind the creation of Ohio 
Wesleyan’s Film Studies major. Dr. Carpenter also has served on numerous faculty committees, 
perhaps most memorably as a long-serving member of the labor-intensive Faculty Personnel 
Committee.

Somehow, she also found time to study and practice aikido, gardening, pottery, third, fourth, and 
fifth languages, and Healing Touch for animals.

While Dr. Carpenter’s accomplishments are substantial and her retirement richly deserved, her 
colleagues in the English Department and friends across the University secretly hope that her 
career has one more Gothic twist in store.

She is welcome to take up secret residence in the attic of Sturges Hall, to haunt the backstairs 
and basement passageways, and even to disrupt class meetings with eerie noises or mysterious 
lights. Whether Dr. Carpenter accepts this invitation is finally immaterial: either way, her 
presence on campus will be felt for decades to come.



Recipient of the Adam Poe Medal

THEODORE F. COHEN
Professor of Sociology and Anthropology

1984-2019

Theodore Cohen was born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1956, where he lived for the first 20 
years of his life. After graduating from Franklin Roosevelt High School in 1973, he enrolled at 
Brooklyn College of the City University of New York, where on the second day of classes he met 
his first wife, Susan Jablin. After flirting briefly with majors in English and psychology, Ted 
took a sociology class and found himself fascinated. He went on to major in sociology and minor 
in psychology, and found his special interest in family sociology. A week after graduating from 
Brooklyn College, on Father’s Day 1977, he and Susan were married. They would spend 25 years 
together until Susan passed away in 2003.

While at Brooklyn College, Ted took a Social Theory course from Sidney Aronson and recalls 
deciding then that he wanted to teach sociology professionally. In 1977, he entered the Ph.D. 
program at Boston University, where his sociological interest in family broadened to incorporate 
sociology of gender, especially sociology of men and masculinity. His dissertation, which led 
to a number of publications and presentations, was an interview study of Boston-area men’s 
experiences of marriage, fatherhood, and employment. In later research (with John Durst), he 
would extend these interests, looking more closely at gender and family as experienced by a 
sample of role-reversed and opposite-shift couples in central Ohio.

While in graduate school, Ted gained considerable teaching experience and found teaching 
to be his true passion. Through most of graduate school, he taught introductory, family, and 
gender courses at B.U., while gaining additional teaching experience at a number of Boston-area 
schools, including Northeastern University and Clark University.

Ted was hired at Ohio Wesleyan in 1984 for what was originally to be a two-year term position 
as he completed his doctorate. Within weeks of completing his dissertation, his son, Danny, was 
born in July 1985. Less than three years later, in March 1988, daughter, Allison, was born. Both 
Dan and Allie eventually enrolled at Ohio Wesleyan, majored in, and graduated with degrees in 
Sociology and Anthropology.

With his position converted to tenure track, Ted was promoted to Assistant Professor in 1986. 
He was tenured and promoted to Associate Professor in 1990 and then to full Professor in 1995. 
In 1990, Ted was awarded the Sherwood Dodge-Shankland Award for the Encouragement of 
Teachers.

For most of the period between 1984 and 2001, Susan also was working professionally at Ohio 
Wesleyan as an archivist and curator of the archives of the West Ohio Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. In 2003, Susan passed away after a 14-month struggle with a brain tumor. In 
2004, Ted received an unpaid three-year leave and moved to New Jersey to be nearer to family 
and to Julie, whom he married in October 2005. He taught for two years at Rowan University in 
Glassboro and returned to OWU in 2007, with Julie and her three children, Daniel, Molly, and 
Brett Pfister.

Throughout his career, Ted typically taught introductory sociology and research methods, along 
with three popular electives, The Family, Gender in Contemporary Society, and Crime and 
Deviance. He also supervised numerous independent studies, internships, directed readings, and 
departmental honors projects. In addition, he involved numerous students in roles related to his 
teaching and research. At different times, he had student-assistants involved in transcribing, 
interviewing, and analyzing interview data, seeking and compiling permissions for his edited 
masculinity volume, or acting as teaching assistants in research methods. He published the 
work of two students and four OWU colleagues among the 41 articles and chapters in his edited 
volume, Men and Masculinity: A Text Reader. He also featured the work of two other students as 
a box feature in the 13th edition of his textbook, The Marriage and Family Experience.

Ted served on a number of faculty committees over the years and chaired the Department of 
Sociology and Anthropology on multiple occasions. He also coached youth baseball for many 
years in Delaware (with Jim Peoples) and later Dublin. In retirement, Ted looks forward to 
whatever life has in store. Initially, he and Julie will live in New Jersey, where he intends to 
teach part-time, continue to write, travel, and enjoy time with friends and family.



Recipient of the Adam Poe Medal

A. JOHN GATZ
Professor of Zoology

Albert M. Austin Professorship in Natural Sciences
1975-2019

A. John Gatz was born in the suburbs of Chicago and developed an early passion for animals 
while visiting the Brookfield and Lincoln Park Zoos and hiking in the local forest preserve. 
After his family moved to Augusta, Georgia, his fascination with biology continued while 
roaming the countryside collecting insects and otherwise enjoying nature. John left Georgia for 
Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, where he graduated with honors in biology. His 
honors research on spotted salamanders culminated in a couple of his earliest publications. He 
spent his college summers at the Chesapeake Biological Laboratory researching the effects of 
heated discharge water from electric power stations on estuarine organisms. John continued his 
education at Duke University, where he was first a teaching assistant and then an instructor. 
His time at Duke was interrupted by his active duty service as a combat engineer in the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. He returned to Duke to complete his dissertation on the ecology of 
stream fishes in North Carolina; his publications from this research on the ecomorphology of 
fishes are still widely cited internationally today.

Directly after earning his Ph.D., John came to Ohio Wesleyan University, where he was hired 
to teach courses in ecology, comparative anatomy, and an introductory course for non-majors. 
By his third year here, he added “Evolution” to his teaching in response to student requests 
and also went to the Galapagos Islands for the first time. Later he joined the rotation of faculty 
teaching “Island Biology” and took groups of students to the Galapagos multiple times between 
1979 and 2015. In 1983, John developed and taught a new and unique Travel-Learning Course, 
“Biology of East Africa,” and took students to Kenya. Now through The OWU Connection 
program, John has taught the course multiple times and taken nearly 50 students to Tanzania. 
Multiple prospective students who ultimately matriculated at Ohio Wesleyan cited their visit 
to this course as heavily influencing their decision (classroom sessions that included visits 
by cheetah cubs from the Columbus Zoo helped). John started teaching his newest course, 
“Human Anatomy,” so that students interested in a variety of advanced health professions could 
complete their required courses at OWU. Besides these regular courses, John also led a variety 
of seminars associated with the National Colloquium in its early years and a wide diversity of 
departmental seminars.

While at Ohio Wesleyan, John has continued research in multiple areas and supervised 
undergraduates both during the academic year and in the summer. This work has culminated 
in papers – many coauthored with students – related to sexual selection in frogs and toads, 
movement and homing in stream fishes, effects of electroshocking on fishes, foraging behavior 
of beavers, using the Index of Biotic Integrity for the Delaware Run that flows through campus, 
and the morphology of lizards. Additional publications grew out of data sets gathered as part 
of the ecology course he taught for many decades. In addition to this local research, he served 
as a visiting faculty member in the Oak Ridge Science Semester Program and intermittently 
did research associated with the Environmental Sciences Division at Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory. These years culminated additional publications on the ecology of fishes.

Beyond his teaching and research at Ohio Wesleyan, John has been heavily involved in our 
faculty governance system. He chaired the Zoology Department for several terms. John served 
on multiple standing committees of the faculty, and ultimately chaired most of those on which he 
served. These included both the Academic Status Committee and Academic Policy Committee, 
and also the Faculty Personnel Committee, a committee on which he served nearly a decade and 
chaired most of those years. For the past nine years, he has been the Chief Health Professions 
Advisor and has helped guide numerous students in their quests to gain acceptance into medical 
school, dental school, or other health professional programs.

Outside of Ohio Wesleyan, John prefers activities that keep him active and outdoors. He 
has completed 20 marathons, pedaled more than 55,000 miles on his current bicycle, kayaks 
regularly in the summers, and enjoys visiting and hiking in state and national parks with his 
wife, Tami, sons, David (OWU 2010) and Michael (OWU 2012), and daughter-in-law, Erin 
(Hanahan) Gatz (OWU 2010).



Recipient of the Adam Poe Medal

GERALD GOLDSTEIN
Professor of Botany and Microbiology

1983-2019

Gerald Goldstein, Professor of Botany and Microbiology, is retiring at the end of the 2018-2019 
academic year after serving on the faculty of Ohio Wesleyan University for 36 years. Jerry 
received a Bachelor of Science degree in Zoology from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
and had originally intended to pursue wildlife management as a career until taking a job 
managing the microbiology labs at his alma mater. Cleaning test tubes and Petri dishes led to 
teaching introductory labs, and soon Dr. Goldstein found himself pursuing his own research into 
viruses and viral replication. He earned a master’s degree in 1979 and his Ph.D. in 1983, the 
same year he was appointed Assistant Professor at Ohio Wesleyan.

Throughout his career, Dr. Goldstein mentored students in research at all levels, from the 
beginner to the advanced, always focusing on helping students develop their potential. As one 
former student said, “Jerry introduced me to the joy of the scientific question. His gentle ability 
to build confidence in students while teaching rigorous skills and complex concepts helped 
me and countless students gain mastery in the field of microbiology, but also to have the self-
assurance to continue to pursue challenging work.”

Dr. Goldstein’s early research efforts at OWU focused on studying the properties of inhibitors of 
viral replication, for which he was awarded a National Institutes of Health grant in 1987 that 
led to several presentations and publications with students. 

Then in 1991 an unusual research opportunity presented itself when workers enlarging a golf 
course in Newark, Ohio, unearthed an intact skeleton of a mastodon preserved in a peat bog. Dr. 
Goldstein wondered whether the preserved specimen might contain any prehistoric microbes, 
and he was granted permission to attempt to culture the contents of the animal’s intestines. 
When he was able to culture Enterobacter cloacae, a bacterium common to animal digestive 
systems, the discovery earned enthusiastic acclaim in the national and international media. Dr. 
Goldstein and his students went on to sequence the DNA of antibiotic resistance genes of the 
organism they had cultured, enabling comparison with the genomes of modern descendants of 
these prehistoric microbes.

In 1991, Dr. Goldstein collaborated with several other faculty members across the sciences at 
OWU to pursue an institutional grant from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) 
aimed at improving undergraduate science education, with an emphasis on providing authentic 
laboratory research experiences for students. Over the course of the following decade, Dr. 
Goldstein and collaborators were awarded over $2 million in HHMI funding, which laid the 
foundation for the rich research experiences OWU offers to students across the sciences today, 
including the Summer Science Research Program, which was initiated through the series of 
grants from HHMI.

The next chapter of research would begin to take flight in 1995, when Dr. Goldstein joined an 
interdisciplinary project including Jann Ichida in Botany and Microbiology, Jed Burtt in Zoology, 
and David Lever in Chemistry to study the microbes that degrade bird feathers, supported 
by funding from the National Science Foundation. Dr. Goldstein and his students cloned and 
sequenced the genes that help microbes degrade keratin, the major protein making up feathers, 
in environmental isolates collected by students under the mentorship of Drs. Burtt and Ichida. 
The research would go on to span 15 years and was supported by over $1.5 million in external 
funding, resulting in numerous publications and patents and providing research experiences for 
dozens of Ohio Wesleyan students.

In addition to his deep and lasting impact on the lives of OWU students, Jerry is a proud father 
of Kaye and Sara and husband of Marty. He plans to continue his microbiology “hobby” in 
retirement, studying the effects of herb and spice extracts, some of which actually increase the 
replication of bacterial viruses.



Recipient of the Adam Poe Medal

MARY T. HOWARD
Professor of Sociology and Anthropology

1985-2019

Mary was born in Columbus, Ohio. She graduated from St. Mary of the Springs Academy and later 
earned a B.A. in sociology from St. Mary of the Springs College, but not before studying nursing 
for two years at Georgetown University.

Mary married shortly after graduation and moved to Lansing, Michigan, where she worked as 
a psychiatric social worker for a year, and where she and her husband, Tom, started the first 
half-way house in Michigan for deinsititualized mentally ill men. Over a two-year period, they 
supported 36 men in finding work and housing in the community.

In 1970, Mary earned her master’s degree in anthropology from Michigan State University, after 
which she and her husband left to conduct research in East Africa. While in Tanzania from 1970 
to 1975, Mary participated in a number of year-long research projects as a member of the public 
health program in the Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Center, including a follow-up study of 
families whose children were malnourished. In Tanzania, she gave birth to her first son, Matthew. 
Her younger son, Christopher, was born in Kisumu, Kenya.

Upon her return to Michigan and after a divorce, Mary took a job as a live-in house manager 
and later case manager in a group home for 16 mentally disabled adults. She reentered graduate 
school in 1978 and received her doctorate in anthropology in 1980. Her dissertation, “Kwashiorkor 
on Kilimanjaro: The Social Management of Childhood Malnutrition,” later became her 1997 
Routledge publication, Hunger and Shame: Poverty and Child Malnutrition on Mt Kilimanjaro.

In 1985, after spending a year in Bolivia with her sons and her anthropologist brother, Mary 
returned to Ohio and began teaching at Ohio Wesleyan. She was hired into a joint position, 
directing Women’s Studies while also being half-time in Sociology and Anthropology. As director 
of Women’s Studies, she oversaw the first campus climate survey for women students, which 
contributed to the development of OWU’s sexual harassment policy.

In 1989, Mary became a full-time faculty member of the SOAN department, where she taught 
a wide range of courses including cultural anthropology, medical anthropology, demography, 
Perspectives on Africa, self and society, feminist theory, Queer Lives in World Cultures, Amish 
and Appalachian Peoples and Cultures, applied sociology and anthropology, and ethnographic and 
documentary film and filmmaking. 

Mary’s efforts have left their mark on Ohio Wesleyan and OWU students in numerous ways. In 
1995, she began discussions with Butler A. Jones to develop a speaker’s series to honor him as 
OWU’s first African American faculty member. For most of its 26 years, Mary oversaw the Butler 
A. Jones Lecture Series on Race and Society, identifying and/or inviting speakers and getting co-
sponsors from around campus. Her documentary filmmaking course, co-taught with Chuck Della 
Lana, director of the Media Center, has led to over 75 student documentary films and 15 student 
film festivals. Mary initiated a program to teach the Sociology and Anthropology capstone course 
at the Ohio Reformatory for Women, integrating OWU students and inmates into the weekly class. 
She co-taught this course with John Durst for three years.

Long before the advent of travel-learning courses, Mary exposed students to other peoples and 
cultures. From 1987 to 1992, she accompanied students on trips to Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic. Over the years, Mary has accompanied OWU students on trips to Mexico, China, 
Tanzania, Kenya, India, Bolivia, Peru, Haiti, and the Dominican Republic.

In addition to her publications in East Africa, she has published in The American Anthropologist, 
Social Science and Medicine, Adult Residential Care Journal, and Medical Anthropology 
Quarterly. She also has created and produced three documentary films on poverty and 
homelessness in Columbus Ohio – Cloud People, Outreach, and Swept Out – and several 
promotional films for The Open Shelter.

For her teaching and activism at OWU, Mary has been awarded numerous well-deserved 
recognitions, including the Sherwood Dodge Shankland Award for the Encouragement of Teachers, 
the Andrew Anderson Campus Community and Conscious Award, the first (2007) President’s 
Commission on Racial and Cultural Diversity Award, and the 2014 President’s Commission on 
Racial and Cultural Diversity Award.

Mary will retire to a home on 32 acres north of Granville and will spend time with her son, 
Matthew, and his family in New York and with her son, Christopher, and his family in Guatemala.



Recipient of the Adam Poe Medal

PAUL E. KOSTYU
Associate Professor of Journalism

1990-2019

Dr. Paul E. Kostyu is retiring at the close of the 2018-2019 academic year after serving on the 
Ohio Wesleyan faculty since 1990. Born in Dayton, Ohio, he learned to play the piano, trumpet, 
baritone horn, and trombone, though he was not particularly good at any of them.

Dr. Kostyu attended Heidelberg College in Tiffin, Ohio, where he became involved in numerous 
campus organizations. As a runner, he set school records in the mile, three-mile and 3,000-meter 
steeplechase. In his sophomore year, he founded the college’s cross-country program. He 
graduated with the school’s top award for his contributions to Heidelberg life.

Dr. Kostyu later coached the cross country and track teams at Heidelberg and the cross-country 
program at Tiffin University. Hired in September 1973 by the Tiffin Advertiser-Tribune, Dr. 
Kostyu honed his skills as a reporter, editor, and photographer. He covered President Gerald 
Ford’s Ohio campaign and the Great Blizzard of 1978. During this time, he earned a master’s 
degree in Popular Culture from Bowling Green State University.

In 1978 he joined the Greensboro (N.C.) News & Record, working as a reporter, bureau chief, 
copy editor, and page designer. During his tenure there, he received a Journalism Fellowship to 
study in Wales, where he studied Welsh culture and traveled extensively throughout Europe. 
After returning to the U.S., he led another bureau for the Greensboro paper until his return to 
Ohio in 1985. Dr. Kostyu earned a doctorate in Mass Communication at Bowling Green State. 
His dissertation about the federal Freedom of Information Act was cited in a 2015 book about 
the public’s right to know. His study of media ethics won the national Carol Burnett Award for 
Ethics.

In 1990, he joined the faculty at Ohio Wesleyan. At OWU, Dr. Kostyu advised The Transcript 
and taught media law, fundamentals of journalism, data journalism, senior seminar, journalism 
history, and editing & design. In 1999, he accepted a fellowship in the photography department 
at National Geographic Magazine. In 2000, he returned to journalism as a political reporter for 
Copley Newspapers, GateHouse Media, and Gannett Media, but continued to teach part-time at 
OWU.

During this time, he received a nomination for a Pulitzer Prize for his investigation of 
corruption in Ohio’s teacher pension system. He won numerous national and state awards for 
his investigations, use of public records, breaking news, and feature writing. His stories led to 
changes in Ohio law and a number of convictions. He covered two national GOP conventions and 
interviewed presidents and presidential candidates. He appeared on ABC, CBS, MSNBC, among 
others, and was profiled by ABC’s “Nightline” and Agence France for his expertise on Ohio 
politics.

Dr. Kostyu returned to OWU in 2013 as chair of the department. In 2017, he led the effort to 
add a major and minor in Communication. During his tenure at OWU, he co-authored two texts, 
Reporting for the Media and Communication and the Law, and contributed chapters to Trade, 
Industrial and Professional Periodicals of the United States, and Women’s Periodicals of the 
United States. His stories were published U.S. News & World Report and News Photographer 
magazine. Dr. Kostyu held a Kiplinger Fellowship in Public Affairs Journalism at The Ohio 
State University. He presented at numerous conferences and published in the Newspaper 
Research Journal, American Journalism, and Journalism of Mass Media Ethics. His photo 
coverage of the January 2017 shooting at the Fort Lauderdale Airport went worldwide. 

Dr. Kostyu helped rewrite racial and sexual harassment policies for OWU; co-directed several 
Sagan National Colloquiums; gave the Vogel Lecture; and, in the words of a former chairman of 
the Ohio Democratic Party, “was a pain in the ass” for politicians, college administrators, and 
some faculty colleagues.

A staunch believer in and advocate for freedom of speech and the press, as well as student 
rights, Dr. Kostyu is most proud of the success his students have achieved in journalism and 
other careers. He plans to write stories, books, and plays, while making time for his other 
passions: Hemingway, old typewriters, woodworking, and golf. He and his spouse, Regina, are 
proud parents of Kurt and Eva.



Recipient of the Adam Poe Medal

AMY A. MCCLURE
Professor of Education

1979-2019

Dr. Amy McClure, Rodefer Professor of Education, has served the Ohio Wesleyan faculty for 40 
years. Books have been a constant in Dr. McClure’s life. As a child in Coral Gables, Florida, she 
was reprimanded for staying up too late reading under the covers with a flashlight, and she and 
her sister organized their books into a lending library for other neighborhood children.

She attended Ohio Wesleyan as an undergraduate, where she was a history major and honors 
student. She was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, Mortar Board (leadership honorary), Phi Alpha 
Theta (history honorary), and served as president of Panhellenic Council. At Ohio Wesleyan, she 
fell in love with economics major and future OWU part-time instructor Rusty McClure. They 
met when Amy’s pledge class visited the Delta Tau Delta house freshman year. A mosaic heart 
on Delt house floor commemorates the exact spot where Amy and Rusty met 50 years ago.

After earning her Master of Arts in Teaching at Emory University, Dr. McClure began her 
professional career teaching elementary students in all grades and serving as a reading 
specialist in Lynnfield, Massachusetts; Atlanta, Georgia; and London, Ohio. During this time, 
she earned the Martha Holden Jennings Award for Outstanding Classroom Teaching and the 
Outstanding Young Career Woman award from Business and Professional Women.

Dr. McClure went on to earn her Master of Arts in Reading and her Ph.D. in Children’s 
Literature from The Ohio State University, where her dissertation on children’s responses 
to poetry earned the National Dissertation of the Year award from both Kappa Delta Pi 
and the National Council of Teachers of English. As a graduate student, she studied school 
desegregation, children’s intellectual freedom, children’s theoretical understandings of poetry, 
and other topics related to children’s literature and reading development. 

Dr. McClure joined Ohio Wesleyan in 1979 as a part-time faculty member and was made 
tenure-track in 1981. Her first term as department chair started just three years later, and she 
has served as chair for 15 of her 40 years, leading the department through its first national 
accreditation review.

She has served the University as co-director of the Honors Program for over 30 years, creating a 
Student Honors Board, initiating an Honors center, and facilitating an Honors Program redesign 
in 2018-2019. She has taught multiple honors courses and tutorials, including War and Peace 
in Children’s Literature and The Roots of Fantasy in Children’s Literature, and supervised 
multiple independent studies and Departmental Honors projects.

She has served on almost every faculty governance committee, and chaired the Faculty 
Personnel and Academic Status committees. Dr. McClure has been honored for her contributions 
to Ohio Wesleyan as a recipient of the Bishop Herbert Welch Meritorious Teaching Award, 
Robert K. Marshall Award (outstanding campus service by faculty), Spirit of Arête Award 
(Panhellenic Council award), and Ohio Council of Teachers of English Language Arts College 
Professor of the Year. She received a Scholarly Leave grant and numerous other grants to 
support her research. However, her most cherished joy has been nurturing OWU students to 
become excellent literacy teachers and enthusiastic book lovers.

Dr. McClure’s contributions extend well beyond campus. She is the past-president of the Ohio 
Association of Colleges for Teacher Education, the Ohio Association of Private Colleges of 
Teacher Education, the National Children’s Literature Assembly, the Children’s Literature SIG 
of the International Reading Association, and the Ohio Council of the International Reading 
Association. She has chaired multiple committees for national literacy organizations, and was 
elected as a member of the 2013 Newbery Award Committee.

Over the course of her career, she has served as an editor or on the editorial board for seven 
publications, published seven books on children’s literature including Sunrises and Songs: 
Reading and Writing Poetry in an Elementary Classroom and Teaching Children’s Literature in 
an Era of Standards, and authored more than 40 articles and book chapters. She serves on the 
Board of Directors for KIPP Academy, and A Good Start School, a summer literacy partnership 
program for underserved children entering kindergarten.

Amy and Rusty are parents to Haileigh McClure Roby and Kaci McClure Roby, and doting 
grandparents to Nash and Knox, with another grandchild due in November.



Recipient of the Adam Poe Medal

ALAN K. ZARING
Professor of Computer Science

1990-2019

Dr. Alan K. Zaring graduated from Indiana University with majors in computer science and 
mathematics. He then earned both a master’s degree and a Ph.D. from Cornell University with a 
major in computer science and a minor in linguistics.

When Alan was hired as an Assistant Professor at Ohio Wesleyan in 1990, he became the 
first professionally trained computer scientist to teach at OWU. During his 29 years with the 
University, Alan played a central role in shaping our Computer Science program into one 
that has a distinctive combination of both theoretical and applied elements and that provides 
excellent preparation for both graduate school and employment in the computer industry. 
During his tenure, Alan advised all of our departmental honors projects in computer science. He 
maintained high standards and provided support for student effort and creativity.

Alan’s particular areas of expertise are in programming languages and compiler design. He 
taught courses across the range of our computer science curriculum, including courses on 
computer organization, paradigms of computation, database systems, computer systems and 
architecture, artificial intelligence, programming languages, and computer theory and design. 

The OWU Computer Science program that he spearheaded has produced numerous students 
who have had outstanding success in academia, in research, and in industry. In recognition of 
his outstanding teaching, Alan won the Sherwood Dodge Shankland Teaching Award in 2001. 
He was, and remains, a valued colleague, always willing to provide advice about how best to 
approach a problem or a delicate issue.

Alan was active within the University, serving on the Teaching and Learning Committee, the 
Academic Status Committee, the Assessment Committee, and several times on the Academic 
Policy Committee. He served as Department Chair and provided significant input when the 
Science Center was renovated.

Alan has serious interests in music, and he developed and twice offered a team-taught course on 
computer music with a colleague the Music Department. In recent years, Alan played flute in the 
OWU wind ensemble. 

Alan has many interests and possesses encyclopedic knowledge in a variety of diverse fields. 
He has commanded great respect from his colleagues and his students and has been a valued 
member of our department and the OWU community.



Ohio Wesleyan University Commencement Speaker

DIANE Y. PETERSEN, M.D.
OWU CLASS OF 1966

In 1965, Ohio Wesleyan University student Diane Y. Petersen made history when she became 
the first African American woman in the nation to be initiated into the Delta Delta Delta 
sorority.

Dr. Petersen did not seek this distinction, but it helped shape her life. Since graduating from 
Ohio Wesleyan in 1966, Dr. Petersen has enjoyed groundbreaking memberships in many other 
prestigious organizations, including the American Medical Association, American Medical 
Women’s Association, Association of Women Surgeons, and American Academy of Otolaryngology 
– Head and Neck Surgery.

“I am sure you have moments in your life that you remember vividly,” Dr. Petersen says of her 
sorority induction. “It means a great deal to me that my Tri Delta sisters and I helped to open 
the door against discrimination in college sororities. …

“One wonders if another African American on another campus would have had the same 
experience,” she says. “We can all hope so. But I cannot help but feel there was something in this 
university’s DNA, something in its history that forever set its moral compass.”

While at Ohio Wesleyan, Dr. Petersen majored in speech. In addition to becoming a Tri Delt, she 
also served as a member of the OWU Student Senate, was active in the Association of Women 
Students, and worked as a residence hall senior adviser.

In 1970, Dr. Petersen earned a Master’s Degree in Communicative Disorders from Northwestern 
University, leading to a career as a speech and language pathologist. During this time, she 
specialized in the care of neurologically impaired adults and worked at hospitals in Chicago and 
New Jersey until she enrolled in medical school.

In 1982, Dr. Petersen earned her Doctor of Medicine degree from the University of Michigan, 
beginning an accomplished career as an ear, nose, and throat specialist and as a head and neck 
surgeon.

Dr. Petersen completed her general surgery internship and residency at Michael Reese Hospital 
and Medical Center in Chicago and her residency, including a chief residency, in otolaryngology/
head and neck surgery at the University of California, Los Angeles.

As a physician and surgeon, Dr. Petersen cared for patients at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center 
and for more than 30 years at Healthcare Partners Medical Group, both in Torrance, California. 
She also earned a certificate in spa and hospitality management from the University of 
California, Irvine, and has served as a lead physician for both South Bay Medical Spa and 
Manhattan Beach Medical Spa and has operated her own cosmetic skin care firm, Above the 
Pearls.

Today, Dr. Petersen is largely retired, but she remains active in her California community, 
including 25 years of continuous service with the Sandpipers (South Bay Philanthropic 
Organization). She also serves on the Board of Directors of the Pediatric Therapy Network and 
mentors high school students through the American Association of University Women.

Dr. Petersen has remained connected to Ohio Wesleyan as well, having served previously on 
OWU’s Board of Alumni Directors and as an Admission Office representative-class agent. She 
also was a keynote speaker at the inaugural Women of Wesleyan (WOW) networking and 
leadership-development event in 2016. And, of course, Dr. Petersen remains an active and 
esteemed member of her beloved Delta Delta Delta sorority.



Parent Donor List
Thank you to the seniors’ parents who made a contribution to the Ohio Wesleyan Annual Giving 

Programs in the 2018-2019 academic year. (List as of May 1, 2019)

Ms. Stacy L. Adams

Mr. John H. and Ms. Marylou G. Altman- 
    Bates

Ms. Elaine C. Armstrong

Ms. Michelle S. Arnott

Mr. Roc P. and Mrs. Karen E. Azzarello

Mr. Brad R. and Mrs. Cynthia M. Joseph   
    Baker

Ms. Margaret L. Ballitch

Dr. Norman and Dr. Betty A. Baylor

Mr. James M. and Mrs. Theresa A.
    Bermingham

Dr. David E. Blockstein and Ms. Debra A.  
    Prybyla

Dr. Edward T. and Mrs. Jill L. Borish

Mr. Robert A. and Mrs. Katharine M.
    Brothers

Mr. John A. and Mrs. Lisa J. Burke

Mr. Jeff and Mrs. Sandra Burt

Mr. John M. and Mrs. Laura E. Baker
    Campbell ’87

Mr. Stephen L. and Mrs. Eileen K. Corcoran

Dr. Steve E. and Mrs. Lisa S. Crawford

Mrs. Elizabeth T. Cummings

Mr. Jay Dandy and Ms. Melissa Weber

Mr. Donald W. and Mrs. Karyn B. Davis

Mr. Christopher J. and Mrs. Kendal L.
    Delaney

Mr. David A. and Mrs. Kelly M.
    Druckenbroad

Dr. John E. Duldner Jr. ’88 and Mrs. Lynnette   
    R. Duldner

Mr. Trevor A. and Ms. Carol Edwards

Ms. Brenda J. Fingold

Mr. Christopher M. and Mrs. Carla M.  
    Frame*

Mr. Daniel E. Geffken*

Dr. Ronald A. and Mrs. Sheila M. George

Dr. Gerald M. and Mrs. Andrea Gerrish

Mr. Stuart F. and Ms. Catherine W. Gray

Mrs. Helen S. and Mr. Matthew J. Hamlin ’76

Mr. Philip B. and Mrs. Rachel L. Hanson

Mr. Scott E. and Mrs. Barbara A. Harvey

Mr. Martin G. and Mrs. Dawn M. Hermes

Mr. Jeff W. and Mrs. Junia M. Hibbard

Mr. John D. and Mrs. Kimberly E. Dutton
    Hildebrand*

Mr. Tom and Mrs. Mary Homan

Mr. Ralph J. and Mrs. Kathryn R. Houck

Mr. Troy M. and Mrs. Nicole L. Jamieson

Mr. Dennie Johnson and Ms. Patience
    Brown-Johnson

Mr. Terry W. and Mrs. Cynthia R. Johnson

Mr. Doug A. and Mrs. Charlotte B. Joseph

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Jennifer O. Keating

Ms. Catherine L. Keys

Mr. Michael A. and Ms. Kristen Klein

Mr. Dana P. and Mrs. Susan J. Knowlton*

Ms. Kari R. Kroll

Mr. Eric L. and Ms. Brenda Lambert

Mr. Kevin A. and Ms. Becky Lauer

Mr. James and Mrs. Guadalupe L. Lem

Ms. Myrna L. LeVert-Vasquez

Ms. Tracey L. Little



Dr. Robert P. and Mrs. Amy L. Long

Mr. Gerald C. and Mrs. Elizabeth Marshall*

Mr. John A. and Mrs. Donna R. Mattick

Dr. John F. and Mrs. Ingrid H. McCalmont

Mr. Jason R. and Mrs. Erin N. McMullen

Mrs. Diane E. and Mr. Mark T. Melio

Mr. Daniel and Mrs. Ann Marie Meyaard*

Mr. Mark A. and Mrs. Marjorie K. Michicich

Mr. Jeffrey C. and Mrs. Susan J. Musich

Ms. Carole Allen Nathanson

Mr. Timothy J. and Mrs. Camille C. Naughton

Mr. Garrett C. and Mrs. Danielle L.
    O’Doherty

Mr. Paulino G. and Mrs. Antonia Olguin

Mr. David S. and Mrs. Patricia L.
    Richmond Ottenstein

Mr. Andrew L. ’82 and Mrs. Nancy K.
    Hunger Outcalt ’83

Ms. Mary E. Paulino-Melvin

Dr. Francine G. Pillemer*

Mr. Umberto and Mrs. Joanne F. Polizzi

Mr. Bruce H. and Mrs. Kelly A. Praul

Mr. Craig A. and Mrs. Martha M. Price

Mr. Barry and Mrs. Stella Raass

Ms. Adrienne J. Ralph

Mr. John W. ’84 and Mrs. Kara D. Dahm   
    Reams

Mr. Douglas A. Reed ’79

Ms. Rebecca Beattie Reed ’79

Mr. Thaddeus T. and Mrs. Donna McLain  
    Rieger

Ms. Juliana Riter

Ms. Carrie M. Roe

Mr. Gary O. Roe

Dr. Louis H. and Dr. Cynthia Rose*

Mr. Roger L. and Mrs. Kristene V. Shaw

Ms. Sharon O. Sheets and Mr. Herbert W.  
    Collum

Ms. Joy K. Sickles

Mr. John K. and Mrs. Anne G. Sloan

Mr. Matthew M. Smith and Mrs. Amy L. 
    Prather Smith

Dr. Daniel L. and Mrs. Linda A. Sutliff

Ms. Nancy H. Travis

Mr. Paul A. Travis

Mr. Scott C. and Mrs. Tomomi J. Trickey

Mr. Ronald J. and Mrs. Colleen M.              
    Vonderembse

Mr. Roy B. and Mrs. Marion L. Wadsworth

Ms. Annette T. Wargo

Ms. Angela M. Washington

Mr. Bernard D. and Mrs. Adele M.
    Whitbourn

Mr. Jeffrey A. and Mrs. Nicole M. Yingling

Mr. Michael L. and Ms. Michele M. Yung

*1842 Society - Leadership donors who have 
supported the Ohio Wesleyan Annual Giving 
Programs at or above $1,842.



Graduating Senior Donor List
Thank you to the seniors who made a contribution to the Ohio Wesleyan Annual Giving

Programs in the 2018-2019 academic year. (List as of May 1, 2019)

Nicholas William Adams

Adedeji Karl Adebiyi

Catherine Rose Allen

Sabrina J. Amato

Adam Timothy Armstrong

Christopher Hayden Azzarello

Kristie Jiwoo Bae

Jessica Elisa Barrios Hernandez

Samantha Michelle Bates

Zoe Ellen Baumgartner-Brown

Olivia Fletcher Baylor

Aaron Graham Bennington

Shannon Elizabeth Bermingham

Nathalie Elizabeth Bidwell

Ornella Kaliza Bisamaza

Eva A. Blockstein

Emerson Nash Bonnema

John Robert Bonus

Anastasia Virginia Borish

Kerri Lee Brooks

Mackenzie Lee Brunke

Matthew John Burke

Johanna Adrian Burr

Chloe Nicole Bush

Rachel Breanne Bush

Kaylie Dawn Callihan

Natalie Baker Campbell*

Ariana Noelia Campos

Nina Shou Carmichael-Tanaka

Lauren Rae Carpenter

Victoria Sophia Chavez

Weeginne Cherrelus

Lauren Frances Corcoran*

Veda Elisabeth Cost

William Michael Cousino

Leah Catherine Crawford

Alexandria Gabrielle Creech

Chanel Kysandra Cruz

Caitlin Ashley Culberg

Anna Lenora Davies

Erin Michele Delaney

Daniel Delatte

Jackson Allen Druckenbroad

Felipe Duarte Rico

Milany Sameiro Timas Duarte

Elise Elizabeth Duldner*

Hannah Adell Durr

Joseph Harris Emerson

Joshua Dejshun Epkins

Julien Magnim Essolakina

Allison Marie Eynon

Jenna Angelique Fannin

Emma Christine Felty

Kalie Nicole Flack

Daniel Maxson Frame*

Leannah Aleris Frances

Molly Barrett Geffken

Serena Elise George

Rebecca Joy Gerrish

Hayley Louise Glessner

Alexis Christian Graffice

Drew Wallace Gray

Erin Frances Greer*

Margaret Ann Greer

Marisa Lynn Grillo

Caroline Lee Hamlin

Austin Cole Hammaker

Joshua Michael Harkness

Jonathan Collingwood Harmon

Ares Julian Harper

Colten Robert Harvey

Muhammad Zafir Tayyab Hayat*

Demias Moreno Heard

Kelsey Jenelle Heath



Alexandra Ruth Heberle

Dalton Tyler Henderson

Abigail Marie Hermes

Jack Henry Bicalho Hibbard*

Victoria Marianna Salvatore Hilario

Zachary Jang-Gay Hill

William Fairbanks Hogan

Matthew Robert Houck

Malaun Jeanette Huff

Xavier Toussaint Irving-Smedley

Cole Darrell-Randolph Jamieson

Jack Edmund Jeschke

Emma Lyndal Johnson*

Paige Nicole Johnson

Hannah Joseph*

Isamu Kawashita

Larisa Holland Keating*

Austen M. Kimbro

Jordan Anthony King

Lillian Watson Webster Klein

Elizabeth Patterson Knowlton*

Katie Anna Kuckelheim

Audrey E. Long

Mona Lynch

Symone Zhane Mann

Joshua Adam Martineau

Kimberly Anne McCalmont*

Ashley Renee McCracken

Lyndsay Nichole McMullen

Francisco Mejia

Julia P. Melio

Nicholas Laselle Melvin

Alexandria Italia Molnar

Patrick Edward Monaghan

Delontaye Montrell Morrow

Tendekai Bernard Mudzinganyama

Matthew Erik Musich

Sydney Ruth Nadler

Leah Allen Nathanson

Robert McCarty Naughton

Andrew Reed Newport

Alexandria Sue Niemeyer

Kienan Charles O’Doherty*

Sterling Jerel O’Hara

Nicole Antonia Olguin

Andrew Joseph Outcalt*

Penell Elaine Paglialunga

Annapurna Pakrasi*

Tyler David Palmer

Derian Palmerín Chávez

Spencer Gerald Pauley

James Eliot Peterson

Phillip Cole Petty

Caroline Breckenbridge Plott

Armando Eduardo Polizzi

David Edward Praul

Adriana Pamela Raass

Margaret Mcgovern Rae

Abigail Elizabeth Ralph

Meryl Ellison Reams

Eli Josiah Reed

Mackenzie Anne Reed

Yanira Natiquinica Rhymer-Stuart

Jared Todd Rieger

Carter Douglas Riskind

Alexis Morgan Roberts

Christopher Rodriguez

Mikhaila Rachelle Roe

Braden Mathews Roesch

Clelia Rebekah Rose

Michelle Elisabeth Gakenia Rukeyser

Sarah C. Sanford*

Alexandria Renee Schmitt*

Marvel Komosaydadie Seneh

Cesar Andres Servin

John William Shadoan

Rachael Lee Sheets

Eric Michael Sheetz II

Emily Joyce Shpiece

David Stewart Sickles



Sydney Erin Simmons

Tessa Gray Smalley

Cameron Tyler Smith*

Michael Gordon Smosny Jr.

Madeleine Claire Sorrick

Zachariah Souary

William Lee Steele

Austin Riley Strauss

Emily Amadea Sutliff

Carla Marie Sutton*

Anna Grace Taylor

Alix Michelle Templeman

Maxwell Brooks Tennant

Savannah Irene Travis

Caitlyn Haruka Kanani Trickey

Diego Camilo Venegas Vargas

Michael Thomas Wadsworth*

Hannah Rose Wargo

Benjamin Roy Whitbourn

Alexandra Regina Wiener

TraVon Derrick E. Wilkes

Ahmed Wiqar

Matthew Ryan Wolf

Malory Mae Wolfe

Ashley Hope Woodson

Jason Thomas Zeides

Lisa Nichole Zeller

*Leadership Donors are those 
who gave at least $50 to Ohio 
Wesleyan’s Annual Giving 
Programs.



NOTES ON ACADEMIC DRESS

The history of academic dress reaches back to the early days of the oldest universities. A statute 
of 1321 required all “Doctors, Licentiates, and Bachelors” of the University of Coimbra to wear 
gowns. In England during the second half of the 14th century, the statutes of certain colleges 
forbade “excess in apparel” and prescribed the wearing of a long gown. It is still a question 
whether academic dress finds its sources chiefly in ecclesiastical or civilian dress. Gowns may 
have been considered necessary for warmth in the unheated buildings used by medieval 
scholars. Hoods may have served to cover the tonsured head until superseded for that purpose 
by the skull cap. The cap was displaced by a headdress similar to ones now recognized as 
“academic.”

European institutions continue to show great diversity in their specifications of academic dress. 
However, when American colleges and universities desired to adopt a system of academic 
apparel a half-century ago, they worked out a system that all might follow. The code for 
academic costumes now in effect was approved by the Committee on Academic Costumes and 
Ceremonies appointed by the American Council on Education in 1959. The following information 
is taken from that code.*

GOWNS. The gown for the bachelor’s degree has pointed sleeves and is worn closed. The gown 
for the master’s degree has an oblong sleeve, open at the wrist, with the sleeve base hanging 
down in the traditional manner. The rear part of the sleeve’s oblong shape is square cut and the 
front part has an arc cut away. It may be worn open or closed. Bachelor’s and master’s gowns 
have no trimming, but the doctor’s may be faced on the front with black or colored velvet and 
with three bars of the same across the sleeves. If color is used, it is the color distinctive of the 
subject to which the degree pertains, and it matches the edging or binding of the hood. For all 
academic purposes, including trimmings of doctors’ gowns, edging of hoods, and tassels of caps,
the colors associated with different subjects are as follows:

	 Agriculture—Maize	 Medicine—Green
	 Arts, Letters, Humanities—White	 Music—Pink
	 Commerce, Accountancy, Business—Drab	 Nursing—Apricot
	 Dentistry—Lilac	 Oratory (Speech)—Silver Gray
	 Economics—Copper	 Pharmacy—Olive Green
	 Education—Light Blue	 Philosophy—Dark Blue
	 Engineering—Orange	 Physical Education—Sage Green
	 Fine Arts—Brown	 Public Administration—Peacock Blue
	 Forestry—Russet	 Public Health—Salmon Pink
	 Journalism—Crimson	 Science—Golden Yellow
	 Law—Purple	 Social Work—Citron
	 Library Science—Lemon	 Theology—Scarlet
	 Veterinary Science—Gray

HOODS. Hoods are lined with the official color or colors of the college or university conferring 
the degree. The binding or edging of the hood is a color distinctive of the subject to which the 
degree pertains.

CAPS. Mortarboards are generally worn as part of the academic costume. The long tassel 
fastened to the middle point of the cap’s top is either black or the color appropriate to the 
subject. It is customary for degree candidates to wear the tassel on the right side before degrees 
are conferred and to shift them to the left when the degrees are awarded. This custom is in some 
respects a substitute for the individual hooding.

*An ‘Academic Costume Code and Ceremony Guide’, American Universities and Colleges, 
American Council on Education, Washington, D.C.



THE UNIVERSITY SEAL OF OFFICE AND THE ORIGINAL 
UNIVERSITY HANDBELL

The Seal of Office worn by Dr. Jones was designed by Mr. Reveley G. Beattie, a former trustee, 
and a member of the jewelry firm that made it. The seal symbolizes administrative 
responsibility and is suspended from a chain, the links of which are copied from a chain-mail 
surplice. A laurel wreath, ancient symbol of a chief executive, surrounds a replica of the official 
seal of the University and is quartered by keystones, representing the broad divisions of a 
liberal arts education. Two medallions are set in the chain above the presidential seal, one of 
which carries a replica of the tower of University Hall, surrounded by the motto: “Christ the 
Chief Cornerstone.” The other seal is a reproduction of the globe with the inscription: “Serving 
All Mankind Worldwide.”

The Commencement ceremonies will conclude with the ringing of the handbell first used in 1842 
to call classes to order. It was presented to the University in 1941 by Nicholas Jones, grandson of 
the original owner, on the 100th anniversary of Founders’ Day. It will also be used as a part of 
the opening Convocation in August.

PHOTOGRAPHY AT COMMENCEMENT

Ohio Wesleyan has several professional photographers and videographers in place at 
Commencement. Please remain in your seats during the ceremony to allow the professionals 
access to all areas. Family photos can be taken before and after the ceremony.

A professional photographer from Graduation Foto® will take a color photograph as Dr. Jones 
presents the diploma to each graduating senior. Each graduate will receive a photo proof 
approximately one week after Commencement, and may order prints directly with the studio or 
through GraduationFoto.com. There is no obligation to purchase prints, and graduates pay no 
charge unless prints are ordered. 

Diplomas will be presented in alphabetical order as the names are listed in the Commencement 
program. 

SPECIAL THANKS

FACULTY MARSHALS
Bradley R. Trees ’86, B.A., M.S., Ph.D., Head Marshal
Patricia A. DeMarco, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.
Lynda K. Hall, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.
Robert Haring-Kaye, B.S., M.S., Ph.D.

STUDENT MARSHALS
Kiersten C. Bender ’20
Brianna K. Sten ’20

OHIO WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY BRASS ENSEMBLE
Dr. Larry Griffin, OWU Professor of Music, Trumpet and Director
Lillie Baum ’21, Tuba
Silas Bosh ’22, Horn
Brandon Christie, Tuba
Whitney Davis, Trumpet
Joshua Decker ’13, Trumpet
Emma Hinkle ’22, Horn  
Alex McPherson ’20, Trumpet
Jeremy Smith, Trombone
Abraham Sulin ’22, Horn
Michael Verdugo ’21, Trombone

Family and friends are invited to share photos, videos, and other Commencement-related well 
wishes by tagging social media posts with #owu2019 and @ohiowesleyan.



Helpful Information for Our Commencement Guests

Public safety officers are on the grounds to answer your questions and 
assist you with directions. 

If you need medical assistance, EMS personnel are stationed adjacent to 
Schimmel/Conrades Science Center.

A lost-and-found for personal property and for children is located in 
Room 027 of University Hall.

This Commencement ceremony is being simulcast live in the atrium of 
the Hamilton-Williams Campus Center.

Video of the ceremony also is being streamed to the Web and will be 
archived there to allow our graduates to share this special day with 
family and friends who are not able to attend.

In observance of the formality of this occasion, please turn off all cell 
phones or silence the ringers prior to the beginning of the ceremony.

Congratulations to the Ohio Wesleyan Class of 2019.










