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PROGRAM

President Rock Jones Presiding

PROCESSIONAL Ohio Wesleyan Brass Ensemble

NATIONAL ANTHEM (Please Rise) Catherine E. Kocian ’18
 
INVOCATION Jon R. Powers, B.A., Th.M.
 University Chaplain

WELCOME Rock Jones, B.A., M.Div., Ph.D. 
 President

GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES Jeffrey Benton, B.S.
 Board of Trustees

PRESENTATION OF THE DANIEL E. ANDERSON AWARD Mr. Benton 
  FOR SERVICE BASED ON COMMITMENT   Charles L. Stinemetz ’83, B.A., M.S., Ph.D.  
   TO THE COMMON GOOD   Provost
    
PRESENTATION OF THE BISHOP HERBERT WELCH AWARD  Mr. Benton and Dr. Stinementz 
   FOR SCHOLARLY OR ARTISTIC ACHIEVEMENT

PRESENTATION OF THE SHERWOOD DODGE SHANKLAND Mr. Benton and Dr. Stinemetz
 AWARD FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF TEACHERS
   
PRESENTATION OF THE BISHOP HERBERT WELCH Mr. Benton and Dr. Stinemetz
 MERITORIOUS TEACHING AWARD  
   
PRESENTATION OF THE ADAM POE MEDAL TO RETIRING FACULTY Dr. Jones 
  Karen H. Fryer, B.A., M.S., Ph.D., presented by Barton S. Martin, Ph.D.  

INTRODUCTION OF COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER Dr. Jones

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Andres Duarte ’65, B.A., M.A.
International Business Executive

PRESENTATION OF THE CLASS OF 2017 AND Shelly A. McMahon, B.S., M.S. 
CONFERRING OF THE DEGREES IN COURSE University Registrar 
 and Dr. Jones 
  
REMARKS BY THE SENIOR CLASS PRESIDENT Lee P. LeBoeuf ’17, B.A.
  
BENEDICTION Dr. Jones 
  
ALMA MATER Ms. Kocian

 Ohio Wesleyan! Sweetly and strong.
 Rises our hymn of praise for thee alone;
 Heaven re-echoes it, loud let it ring,
 Ohio Wesleyan! Loyal hearts sing.

 Ohio Wesleyan! Proud is thy crown.
 Rarest of laurels e’er Vict’ry has known;
 Noblest achievements have hallowed thy name,
 Ohio Wesleyan! Deathless thy fame.

RECESSIONAL Ohio Wesleyan Brass Ensemble 
 

GRADUATES AND AUDIENCE WILL REMAIN SEATED UNTIL PLATFORM PARTY HAS RECESSED



Kristen Allyse Canda

Anne Leigh Edwards

Sophia Louise Goodpasture

Wyatt Michael Hall

Candidates for the Degree
of

Bachelor of Fine Arts

Candidates for the Degree
of

Bachelor of Music

Candidates for the Degree
of

Bachelor of Arts

Liam Brotherton Keller

Colette Kristann Siddle

Melody Anne Smith

Bryson William Tarbet

Sharon Elizabeth Hayes

Alexis Hogan Immerman

Emily Anne Lee

Tanisha Renee Murphy

Ifa Ahmed Abduljelil

Jemil Seid Ahmed

Kadra-Ayan Mursal Ahmed

Cecelia Mary Albon

Alfahdah Sulaiman F Alsudayri 

Leslie Anne Alton

Brittiany Renee June Andears

Caroline Rose Anderson

Blake Martin Andrews

Haley Paige Antonucci

Amanda Elizabeth Apicella

Areena Arora

Alescia Latara Austin

William Boardman Babcock

Elise Duncan Baer

Kimberly Lauren Baione

Beth Anne Barnes

Amanda Rose Barry

Eric Allan Baughman

Daud Baz

Dana Elise Beach

Emma Mae Beale

Andrea Nicole Beavers

Emily Jean Beeken

Jillian Marie Bell

Jennifer Grace Marie Bennett

Brenden Cole Betz

Ceciley Ann Bigler

Adrian Aulin Bishop

Erin Kathleen Boedicker

Carly Sandra Bondelier

Faith Nicole Borland

Amanda Lee Boyle

Christopher Patrick Brinich

Gary Joseph Brodek II

Brianna Katherine Brown

Erick Dennis Bryant

Emerson Lane Buckland

James Joseph Burgess

Ryan Hosler Burkholder 

Brian Constantine Burnett II

Caitlin Elizabeth Burton-Dooley

Samantha Alannah Cacciatore

MaryKatherine Caja

Aquil-Gabriel Louis Caldwell

Jordan Kelly Carlson

Lauryn Arielle Carter

Candace Jordan Chanelli 



Jeanette Chang

Rachel Christine Charles

Jessica Lynn Cheadle

Jessica Ruth Choate

Joseph Thomas Cicchillo

Alyssa Nicole Clark

Da’Vonn Martell Cliver

William Colomba Clyne III

Mallory Alexis Cochran

Eugene Micheal Coleman Jr.

Gabriela Isabel Colmenares

Sarah Elizabeth Connelly

Peter Gregory Cook

Justen Craig Copley

Teona La’Shay Council

Allison Lee Coy

Cierra Marie Cresanto

Daniel Russell Cring

Zachary Michael Croftcheck

Spencer Austin Cromwell

Michael Spencer Crum

Robert Lewis Crum

Larynn Rachel Cutshaw

Allison Sydney Dawson 

Taylor Jenene Day

Forest Edward Dearing

Nathaniel Clinton Dedek

Nicholis Vincent Deem

Megan Elizabeth Deeter

Jenna Lynn DeFranco

Allison Margaret DeLooze

Yimei Deng

Tyler Michael DeVitis

Trasina Pilar Diazmunoz

Taylor Nichole Dickson

Aria Kylie Dockham

Douglas Raymond Dodridge

Aletta Merrick Doran

Melanie Jean Doweiko

Kelsey Ann Duncan

Courtney Dianne Dunne

Michael Brian Casby Durfee

Anna Carolyn Eames

Kayla Ashley Eggleston

Jessica Emily Ellis 

Rosa Maria Escobar

Jude Mohamad Fahoum

Benjamin James Farynowski

Logan J. Finley

Darby Jayne Fisher

Isabella Antionetta Flibotte

Caitlyn Elizabeth Foster

Sarah Renae Fowler

David Joshua Fradkin

Natalie Rae French

Elikem Awoyo Gadzekpo

Lauren Krista Gagne

Jillian Jane Gamble

Christopher John Joseph Gardias

Paige Rebecca Gardner

Kellie Suzannah Garvin

Michael Paul Gaydos

Kelly Nicole Geck

Emily Rose George

William Thomas George

Mahsa Ghassab

Alyssa Sloane Giarrusso

Joshua Houston Gibson

Brooks Christian Gilmore

Jadé Giordani

John Thomas Gluth III

Brian Joshua Goldaber

Taylor J. Golden

Lissette Gonzalez

Brenda Gonzalez Santillano

Akil Khalid Goodridge

Greyson Andrew Goodwin

Mariama Lurline Goodwin

Richard Kendall Gordon

Conner Patrick Green

Raychel Kay Gress

Jeremy Alexander Griffin-Jackson

Jonathan Burtch Griggs

Kacy Charleen Gurewitz

Tatiana Danina Haddad

Lydia Clariece Hall

Caroline Ruth Hamilton

Rowan Eva Hannan

Cynthia Holly Hastings

Truman Mitchell Haycock

Xuzhou He

Ross Michael Hickenbottom



Mariah Madison Hicks

Nicole Katherine Hill

Sara Elizabeth Hollabaugh

Zhen Mei Holmes

Brody Michael Horner

Abigail Care Horvat

Jackson Leverett Hotaling

Kyi Linn Htoo

Tyler Ryan Iffland

Carlos Gyasi Jackson

Elizabeth Anna Paije Jackson

Woody Alexander Jamiel

Lucas Michael Janowicz

Ridge A. Johnson

Samantha Nicole Johnson

Christopher Maxwell Jordan

Harang Jung

Shabab Sami Kabir

Ruchi Kansal

Zachary Alan Katona

Evan Samuel Katz

Gabriel Abraham Kaufman

Max David Kerns Jr.

Sajjad Hossain Khan

Brett Michael Kiser

Zachery Nathan Klies

Jillian Michelle Knepshield

Charles Richard Hayden Knisley

Jaclyn Taylor Knoble

Aadil Kohari

Megan Marie Kuether

Angela Noelle Landrum

Haley Marie Langhorne

Holly Marie Latteman

Olivia Kirsten Lease

Lee Pierce LeBoeuf

Dylan Chase Leffingwell

Keaton Thomas Leppla

Kimberly Kelsey Liang

Eugene Lim

J. Graham Littlehale

James Lawrence Litzler

Xiaoshu Liu

Dalia Mabilia Lorenzo

Darcy Kristine Loviscek

Carly Eve LoVullo

Lindsay Leigh Lown

I-Liang Lu

Yingling Ma

Robyn Jo Madrishin

Matthew Cary Maier

Jacob Thomas Makey

Basil Peter Malamis

Paul David Males III

Rebecca Denisha Manning

Lareese Lenae Marston

Leonardo Marcellus Mason Jr.

Paul David Matak

Ashley Susan McAdam

Liam Francis McAvoy

Mallory Marie McCorkle

Jacquelyne Viessa McCormick

Mallory Elizabeth McCormick

Katlyn Marie McCraken

Ryan Patrick McCrone

Reginald Sebastian McGinnis-Hemphill

Emily Taylor McKenzie

Alyssa Kaye McKinney

Liam Paul McNulty

Colin Patrick McShane

Catherine Rose Mechler

Matthew Jamar Meek

Matthew Kyle Mehaffy

Dominic Joseph Mejia

Elyssa Ryane Mendez

Omar Mendez

Johanna Sara Beth Meyer

Mia-Cristina Zeporia Minguela

Austin Nicholas Minnick

Cristian Bernardo Miranda

Grace Alexandra Mitchener

Vasileah Stephanie Mizas

Anderson Steven Molina

Isabella Zabrucky Moore

Michael Steven Mora Brenes

Rachel Carolina Morley

Kelsey Anne Morrison

Peter T. Munger

Jocelyne Lizetthe Muñoz

James Byron Murphy

Diana Jasmine Muzina

George Webb Nesbit



Nicholas Stephen Norman

Emma Maria Nuiry

Jonathan William Oberschlake

Cajsa Anna Matilda Ohlsson

Elizabeth Claire O’Keeffe

James Peter Ormerod

Dominick Anthony Orsini

Madeline Lee Oslejsek

Justin Martin Overhulse

William Glessner Paull IV

Connor Scott Payne

Evan Thomas Payne

Kiersten Renee Payne

Kayla Nichole Pelham

Xi Peng

Emily Anne Phillips

Elena Maria Plazolles-Hayes

Marlene Jazmin Polio

Emily Kay Poltor

Dane Elrick Poppe

Richard Conor Poutier

Madeleine Marie Presley-Wolff

David Freeman Pugh

Joshua Taylor Pyles

Munir Tariq Qaddourah

Carter Louis Rae

Misha Babur Rafiq

Sarim Rahim

Shamayeta Rahman

Nancy Elizabeth Anastasia Ransom 

Hannah Baker Rawlings

Bridget Kathryn Reddy

Natalie Marie Reddy

Qianni Ren

Chandler Michael Rendl

Alyssa Danielle Rhinesmith

Alyssa Carolyn Richter

Urvija Rishi

Margaret Lois Rohrs

Sarah Elizabeth Rooney

Mariel Elizabeth Ross

Kevin Jeffrey Rossi

Stephanie Leah Rozsa

Hector Emilio Rueda

Megan Erika Ryan

Shareeque Arife Sadiq

Memé Salazar Rodriguez

Khadija Salman

Nicole Paige Sanczyk

Allen Jacob Sanders

Douglas George Sanders

Jessica Claire Sanford

Haley Genevieve Savoie

Kelly Madeline Claire Schade

Kayla Marie Schafhausen

Shannon Marie Schlater

Anna Claire Schlueter

Matthew Brian Schultz

Allison Marie Schumacher

Samuel Alan Schurer

Cemaliye Semmedi

Jassiem Yusef Shabazz

Timothy David Shadoan

Shaaref Ali Shah

Shashank Sharma

Solomon Mark Shepherd

Bianca Theresa Sibilly

Blaine Cyrus Sickles

Benjamin Hugo Simpson

Jacob Hawkins Simpson

Amanda Michelle Sisler

Viesulas Rokas Sliupas

Andrew Curren Smith

Chase Montana Smith

Evan Charles Snapp

Juliana Joyce Snyder

Victor Lars Soder

John Robert Sotos

Sydney Suzanne Spotts

Julia Paige Springhetti

Jessica Joy Stanik

Donald Phillip Stevens

Andrew Geoffrey Stock

Quenton Emory Stokes-Brown

Aaron Robert Strausbaugh

Mariah Ann Strausbaugh

Samuel Wakely Stull

Julia Margaret Sturgill

Virginia Isabelle Smith Sturgill

Kelly Veronica Summers

Shaoyin Sun

Miriam Sally Sundling



Qasim Ali Syed

Yuxiao Tan

Patrick George Tang

David Dau Hkaung Tangabu

Curtice James Taylor

Nathan Alan Thompson

Ashley Jean Tims

Derek James Todd

Mason Craig Tomblin

Summer Carol Tompkins

Sabrina Nicole Toy

Eric Victor Tschiderer

Vanessa Diane Van Besien

Corey Michael Van De Velde

Devin Robert Van Winkle

Mario Anthony Vezza

John Anderson Waldon

Haley Nell Walls

Evan Barry Walsh

Skye Annah Wanstrath 

Patrick Michael Watson

Katherine Fern West

Alec Austin Weyneth

Alexander Jonathan Widman

Andrew David Wigham

Miranda Faye Wilde

D’Vonne Jordan Williams

Morgan Dehart Williams

Trenton Marshall Williams

Neil Thomas Wilson II

Kaillie Winston

Mercedez Serenity Wood

Katherine Elizabeth AhRa Worland

Thomas Stanley Worst

Susannah Meiling Wright

Sierra Lynn Wright-Dove

Weiwei Wu

Natalie Frances Wynne

Callan Jenelle Yanoff

Peter Okuda Yoshida

Desiree Christine Young

Yiling Yu

Julianne Christine Zala

Emma Ilyse Zangrando

Eldar Emil Zeynalov

Ryan Bishop Hristov Zlatanov

Raja Khayyam Zubair

Because Ohio Wesleyan University has only one Commencement exercise each academic year, the 
listing of degree candidates in some categories includes names of some students who will receive 
their diplomas after completing summer or fall courses.



PROGRAM NOTES

Recipient of the Adam Poe Medal

KAREN H. FRYER
Professor of Geology

1986-2017

Karen H. Fryer, James Banks Foundation Professor of Geology, is retiring at the close of 
the 2016-17 academic year after serving on the Ohio Wesleyan faculty for 31 years. Born in 
Wilmington, Delaware, she grew up in Wilmington and then moved to Erie, Pennsylvania. 
She took up skiing at a young age becoming a member of the Peek’n Peak Ski Racing Team 
as a teenager and a professional ski instructor at Peek’n Peak while in college. Karen also 
was interested in music, studying piano, flute, and viola before finding her true passion, the 
baritone saxophone. She played baritone sax in two jazz bands in high school. While a student at 
Wellesley College, she switched to viola da gamba and played in a college consort. She also was a 
member of the Wellesley College fencing team for four years.

Dr. Fryer received her B.A. with Honors in Geology from Wellesley College and her M.S. and 
Ph.D. in Geology from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Asked why she chose to 
major in geology, Dr. Fryer stated that she wanted to major in a science at Wellesley, discovered 
geology, and immediately recognized that to succeed in geology, one needed to master material 
from all of the sciences. She participated in the Williams College-Mystic Seaport Program 
in American Maritime Studies during her junior year at Wellesley. This was immediately 
followed by geology field camp, which is a rite of passage for many geologists. Dr. Fryer went 
to a field camp in the British Isles and fell in love with the Scottish Highlands. Subsequently, 
she served as a teaching assistant for the same field camp for five years and completed her 
Ph.D. dissertation on metamorphism and deformation in >2 billion year old mafic dikes in 
northwestern Scotland. She received an internship at the Lunar and Planetary Institute and 
NASA following graduation from Wellesley.

Over the course of her 31-year tenure at Ohio Wesleyan, Dr. Fryer freely shared her fascination 
with the workings of the Earth with both her students and her colleagues. She taught our 
introductory course, Physical and Environmental Geology, sharing her knowledge of geology 
with thousands of OWU students and helping to inspire well over a hundred to major or minor 
in geology. During the 1990s, she helped to evolve the focus of our introductory course from a 
traditional emphasis on geological processes toward an integrated Earth Systems approach 
examining how all life, all water, our atmosphere, and the Earth interact with one another. 
Today, it is hard to find an introductory geology course in the United States that does not take 
an Earth Systems approach. Dr. Fryer also taught Structural Geology and introduced courses 
in Tectonics (with a focus on earthquakes and mountain belts), Geological Techniques, and 
Petrography. In Structural Geology, Geological Techniques, and Petrography, she incorporated 
multiday field trips during which students applied their geological knowledge and collected 
data to use to solve geological problems when they returned to OWU. She helped introduce our 
Travel-Learning Course, Field Seminar in Geology, with Dr. Bart Martin in which students learn 
and teach each other about the geology, culture, and history of an area during the semester, 
followed by a multiple-week immersive field trip. This course focused on Iceland in 2012 and 
the Death Valley/Owens Valley/San Andreas Fault region of southern Nevada and southern 
California in 2017. Finally, Dr. Fryer mentored many geology majors and minors in independent 
research projects, internships, and student assistantships over the years.

Dr. Fryer served the Department of Geology and Geography, Ohio Wesleyan University, the 
State of Ohio, and the geological community writ large over her 31 years at OWU. She served 
as chair of the department between 1997 and 2009, helping to hire new faculty in both geology 
and geography, served on the steering committee for the Planetary Science major, was the Earth 
Science Liaison to the Education Department, and represented the department on the Science 
Initiative Committee that culminated in the new Science Center. She served on the Academic 
Policy Committee, Executive Committee of the Faculty, Trustee-Faculty Liaison Committee, 
Committee on Admissions and Financial Aid, Assessment Committee, Committee on Teaching & 
Learning, President’s Commission on Racial & Cultural Diversity, Harassment Advisory Panel, 



and the committee that evaluates grant applications for the Thomas E. Wenzlau Presidential 
Discretionary Fund. It was in this latter capacity that she took particular pleasure. More than 
once, Dr. Fryer commented about how fascinating it was to see what the OWU faculty were doing 
in both pedagogy and research. She was a co-Principal Investigator on the National Science 
Foundation grants that secured two scanning electron microscopes for Ohio Wesleyan. She also 
secured an NSF grant to fund the purchase of a research and several student petrographic 
microscopes in the department. She served as a Geosciences Councilor for the Council on 
Undergraduate Research (CUR) for 13 years, was secretary of the Geosciences Division for 
seven years, and associate editor of the CUR Quarterly for four years. In 2009, Governor 
Ted Strickland appointed Dr. Fryer to the Oil and Gas Commission of the State of Ohio. This 
commission hears appeals from decisions of the Chief of the Division of Oil & Gas Resources 
Management, resolving disputes between oil and gas producers, the state, and landowners. She 
served on the commission for four years, including one year as commission chair.

Dr. Fryer has co-authored with Ohio Wesleyan students on presentations at Geological Society of 
America meetings on topics ranging from metamorphism and deformation in western Arizona, 
to iron-sulfide concretions in Ohio, to the tectonics of the Prince William Sound region in Alaska. 
She published several articles on integrating geological research into the classroom in the 
Journal of Geoscience Education and the CUR Quarterly. Finally, Dr. Fryer, with a former OWU 
colleague, published a journal article, numerous reports to the North Carolina State Geological 
Survey, and a geological map of the Asheville 7½-minute quadrangle in North Carolina. This 
was a multi-year project in a geologically complex area and included the first detailed map ever 
created of the geology of the Biltmore Estate.

Asked what she will be doing in retirement, Dr. Fryer commented about looking forward to 
traveling and walking up mountains with her husband, Cameron; skiing down mountains; 
getting into mischief with their Scottish grandkids; watching their son make his way in life; 
and deciding how to put her geological knowledge to use in new ways. Karen, thank you for 
your service to Ohio Wesleyan and our students over the past 31 years; enjoy all of your new 
adventures in the years ahead.



Ohio Wesleyan University Commencement Speaker

Andres Duarte, OWU Class of 1965

When Andres Duarte sought to join the Beta Theta Pi fraternity as an Ohio Wesleyan 
University freshman, his soon-to-be brothers jokingly dubbed him the “most outstanding goof-
off.” Nearly six decades later, Duarte has proved them wrong over and over again – most 
recently in December 2016 when Queen Elizabeth the Second proclaimed him an Officer of the 
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire.

During his time at Ohio Wesleyan, Duarte majored in Geology and Economics. He went on to 
earn his Master of Science Degree in Geology from the University of Oklahoma utilizing a Shell 
Oil Co. Fellowship. After two years in Oklahoma, Duarte enrolled in 1968 at the Kellogg School 
of Management at Northwestern University in a one-year, non-degree program. In 2009, he 
earned his Master of Arts Degree in International Affairs from The Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy at Tufts University.

Duarte created Duarte Vivas & Associates, C.A., in 1977, with the company’s initial offerings in 
the areas of commodity brokerage and trading, representation of foreign companies, and 
consulting. More than 30 years later, Duarte Vivas & Associates has become a focal point for 
entrepreneurial activity in the region.

In 2009, together with Ohio Wesleyan graduate Gustavo Vollmer, Class of 1996, Duarte created 
Luzar Trading Co. with offices in Bogota, Santa Cruz, Bolivia, Panama, and Miami. Duarte 
currently is working to develop a chemical products company, Quimainca, C.A., in Venezuela and 
Colombia with Ohio Wesleyan graduate and chemistry major Juan Sykora, Class of 1966.

In Venezuela, Duarte is a member of the Board of Directors for Banco Venezolano de Credito 
subsidiaries (Vencred, S.A.) and The Venezuelan Petroleum Chamber. He also is a Past 
President of the British Chamber of Commerce, Venezuela; Director of the British School in 
Caracas; a founding member and Director of NGO Transparency International, Caracas 
Chapter; and a Board member of the Thomas Greg & Sons, Ltd., group of companies in 
Colombia, Brazil, Mexico, and China.

Duarte was named Consul General in Venezuela of the Philippine Republic in 1991, a position 
he still holds with two assistants in his office. He was a member of the Editorial Board for “El 
Universal” Newspaper in Caracas, until the newspaper was taken over by government 
sympathizers.

At Ohio Wesleyan, Duarte served as an At-Large Member of the OWU Board of Trustees from 
1996 to 2005 and became a Life Trustee in 2006. As a Trustee, he currently serves on the 
Board’s Marketing Committee and Facilities Subcommittee.

Duarte also is a member of the Ohio Wesleyan Alumni Advisory Board for the University’s 
Woltemade Center for Economics, Business and Entrepreneurship, and he has supported 
students with philanthropy that includes creating an endowed fund to support travel-learning 
experiences through The OWU Connection and providing scholarships for students from Latin 
America.

In 2015, Duarte was awarded an OWU Distinguished Achievement Citation. The document very 
appropriately recognizes Duarte’s professional achievements and dedication to the field of 
business including his enduring role as “an adventurous, skillful, and adaptable business 
developer.”

An adventurous and adept athlete, Duarte also completed the New York City Marathon six 
times in the 1980s.



Parent Donor List
Thank you to the senior parents who made a contribution to the Ohio Wesleyan Fund 

in the 2016-2017 academic year. (List is as of May 2, 2017.)

Mr. Darrell J. and Mrs. Amy Albon

Mr. Charles L. and Mrs. Laura Anderson

Mr. Carl J. and Mrs. Kimberly Andrew   
 Apicella*

Mrs. Laurie B. Baer

Mr. Oran E. Kaufman and Ms. Danielle   
 Barshak

Mr. Eric W. Beale and Mrs. Barbara A.   
 Cubbon-Beale

Mrs. Bonita C. and Mr. John Beeken

Mr. Mark W. and Mrs. Kathy Borland

Mr. Wadesworth Brown and Ms. Jacquelyn D.  
 Stokes-Brown

Dr. James E. and Mrs. Bernadette Burgess

Mr. Ross E. and Mrs. Theresa Beach Carlson

Mr. Robert D. and Mrs. Christine Bent   
 Charles

Dr. Stephen T. Worland and Dr. Joanne   
 Chory*

Mr. Timothy J. and Mrs. Linda Connelly

Mr. Douglas E. and Mrs. Julie Dawson

Mrs. Anne P. Deeter

Ms. Katrina M. DeFranco

Mr. Thomas B. and Mrs. Mary Dodridge

Mr. Matthew M. and Mrs. Tracy Dunne

Mr. David A. and Mrs. Nadine Eames

Mr. David G. and Mrs. Carol Penry Edwards

Mr. Stephen B. Morley and Ms. Amelia Elling

Mr. Mohamad T. and Mrs. Abla Joudy   
 Fahoum

Mr. Thomas E. and Mrs. Deborah Farynowski

Mrs. Lucia M. and Mr. Mark Flibotte

Mr. Gregg A. and Mrs. Amy Fradkin

Mr. Douglas S. and Mrs. Amy Gilmore

Mr. John W. Gordon

Mrs. Deidre D. Gordon

Mr. Andrew Haddad and Mr. Cole Hatcher

Mr. Clark and Mrs. Maryjane Miller Hotaling

Dr. Martin Immerman and Mrs. Ann M.   
 Hogan

Ms. Jennifer S. and Mr. Mark Jackson

Mr. John S. Katz and Ms. Beryl E. Voigt

Mr. George R. LeBoeuf

Ms. Bonnie Liang

Mr. Barton L. and Mrs. Bethany Lown

Ms. Barbara and Mr. Mario Lucey

Mr. Guangming and Mrs. Meiqin Ma

Mr. Christopher D. and Mrs. Allison Maier

Mr. Kevin Mehaffy and Ms. Brenda Mennen

Mr. Alden M. and Mrs. Constance Meyer

Mr. Edward W. and Mrs. Caroline Morrison

Mr. Peter C. Munger

Mr. Octavio E. Nuiry and Ms. Ann Muenster- 
 Nuiry*

Mr. Simon J. and Mrs. Michelle Ormerod

Mr. Thomas E. Payne

Mr. Bruce D. and Mrs. Lynn Rae

Ms. Julia E. Rawlings

Mr. Peter J. and Mrs. Judith Reddy

Mr. Ed M. and Mrs. Jill Herbel Rendl



Mr. William and Mrs. Dinorah Rueda

Mr. Jeffrey J. and Mrs. Lisa Suelflow Ryan

Ms. Lisa Mason Sanczyk

Mr. Bradley C. and Mrs. Jennifer Schade

Mr. Ronald M. and Dr. Lillian Schumacher

Ms. Joy K. Sickles

Mr. Stephen L. Simpson and Ms. Lois J.   
 Taylor

Mr. Thomason C. and Dr. Camilla Smith

Mr. Hans E. and Mrs. Martha Soder

Mr. Thomas P. Sundling and Ms. Nancy R.   
 Greer

Ms. Sheau M. Tang

Mr. Darrell R. and Mrs. Deborah Todd

Mr. Jacques L. and Mrs. Jill Pfeiffer   
 Tompkins

Mr. John R. and Mrs. Patricia Tschiderer*

Mr. Ramon C. and Mrs. Leslie Harrod Walls

Mr. John F. and Mrs. Jane Walsh

Mr. Paul C. and Mrs. Amy Williams

Ms. Erica J. Yanoff

Mr. Charles O. and Dr. Phyllis Yoshida

Mr. Steven F. and Mrs. Donna Zala

Dr. David D. and Mrs. Wendy Zangrando

*$1,842 Society - Leadership donors who 

have supported the Ohio Wesleyan Fund at 

or above $1,842.



Graduating Senior Donor List
Thank you to the seniors who made a contribution to the Ohio Wesleyan Fund 

in the 2016-2017 academic year. (List is as of May 1, 2017.)

Ifa A. Abduljelil

Jemil S. Ahmed

Leslie A. Alton

Caroline R. Anderson

Blake M. Andrews

Haley P. Antonucci

Amanda E. Apicella

William B. Babcock

Elise D. Baer

Amanda R. Barry

Daud Baz*

Dana E. Beach

Emma M. Beale

Andrea N. Beavers

Jillian M. Bell

Jennifer G. Bennett

Emily R. Bishop

Erin K. Boedicker

Faith N. Borland

Amanda L. Boyle

Christopher P. Brinich

Emerson L. Buckland

Caitlin E. Burton-Dooley

Samantha A. Cacciatore

MaryKatherine Caja

Aquil-Gabriel L. Caldwell

Kristen A. Canda

Jordan K. Carlson

Candace J. Chanelli

Jeanette E. Chang

Rachel C. Charles

Jessica L. Cheadle

Jessica R. Choate

Joseph T. Cicchillo

Madeleine J. Coalmer

Mallory A. Cochran

Eugene M. Coleman

Philip L. Collier

Gabriela I. Colmenares

Sarah E. Connelly

Peter G. Cook

Justen C. Copley

Teona L. Council

Allison L. Coy

Cierra M. Cresanto

Zachary M. Croftcheck

Spencer A. Cromwell

Michael S. Crum

Robert L. Crum

Larynn R. Cutshaw

Allison S. Dawson

Forest E. Dearing

Nathaniel C. Dedek

Nicholis V. Deem

Megan E. Deeter

Jenna L. DeFranco

Tyler M. DeVitis

Trasina P. Diazmunoz

Taylor N. Dickson

Douglas R. Dodridge

Aletta M. Doran

Kelsey A. Duncan

Courtney D. Dunne

Michael Durfee

Anne L. Edwards*

Rosa M. Escobar

Jude M. Fahoum

Benjamin J. Farynowski

Logan J. Finley

Darby J. Fisher

Isabella A. Flibotte

Caitlyn E. Foster

Sarah R. Fowler

Elikem A. Gadzekpo



Lauren K. Gagne

Jillian J. Gamble

Christopher J. Gardias

Paige R. Gardner

Kellie S. Garvin

Michael P. Gaydos

Kelly N. Geck

William T. George

Alyssa S. Giarrusso

Brooks C. Gilmore

Jade’ Giordani

John T. Gluth

Taylor J. Golden

Brenda Gonzalez Santillano

Greyson A. Goodwin

Mariama L. Goodwin

Richard K. Gordon

Conner P. Green

Raychel K. Gress

Kacy C. Gurewitz

Lydia C. Hall

Wyatt M. Hall

Caroline R. Hamilton

Cynthia H. Hastings

Truman M. Haycock

Sharon E. Hayes

Reginald S. Hemphill

Ross M. Hickenbottom

Mariah M. Hicks

Nicole K. Hill

Sara E. Hollabaugh

Abigail C. Horvat

Jackson L. Hotaling

Kyi L. Htoo

Tyler R. Iffland

Alexis H. Immerman*

Carlos G. Jackson

Elizabeth A. Jackson

Woody A. Jamiel

Lucas M. Janowicz

Samantha N. Johnson

Harang Jung

Zachary A. Katona

Evan S. Katz*

Gabriel A. Kaufman

Liam B. Keller

Zachery N. Klies

Charles R. Knisley

Jaclyn T. Knoble

Megan M. Kuether

Kimberly L. Kuhns-Baione

Angela N. Landrum

Haley M. Langhorne

Holly M. Latteman

Olivia K. Lease

Lee P. LeBoeuf

Emily A. Lee

Dylan C. Leffingwell

Kimberly K. Liang

John G. Littlehale

James L. Litzler

Dalia M. Lorenzo

Darcy K. Loviscek

Andrew W. Lowenbaum

Yingling Ma

Robyn J. Madrishin

Matthew C. Maier

Paul D. Males

Rebecca D. Manning

Lareese L. Marston

Leonardo M. Mason

Paul D. Matak

Ashley S. McAdam

Liam F. McAvoy

Mallory M. McCorkle

Jacquelyne V. McCormick

Mallory E. McCormick

Ryan P. McCrone

Emily T. McKenzie

Alyssa K. McKinney

Liam P. McNulty



Colin P. McShane

Catherine R. Mechler

Matthew Meek

Matthew K. Mehaffy

Dominic J. Mejia

Johanna S. Meyer

Austin N. Minnick

Grace A. Mitchener

Vasileah S. Mizas

Anderson S. Molina

Michael S. Mora Brenes

Rachel C. Morley

Kelsey A. Morrison

Jocelyne L. Munoz

James B. Murphy

Diana J. Muzina

Emma M. Nuiry

Jonathan W. Oberschlake

Cajsa A. Ohlsson

Elizabeth C. O’Keeffe

James P. Ormerod

Madeline L. Oslejsek

Justin M. Overhulse

William G. Paull

Connor S. Payne

Evan T. Payne*

Kiersten R. Payne

Kayla N. Pelham

Xi Peng

Emily A. Phillips

Elena M. Plazolles-Hayes

Marlene J. Polio

Madeleine M. Presley-Wolff

Pacia Purcell

Joshua T. Pyles

Carter L. Rae

Shamayeta Rahman

Hannah B. Rawlings

Bridget K. Reddy

Natalie M. Reddy

Chandler M. Rendl

Alyssa D. Rhinesmith

Alyssa C. Richter

Margaret L. Rohrs

Martha E. Ronquillo-Garcia

Sarah E. Rooney

Kevin J. Rossi

Hector E. Rueda

Megan E. Ryan

Shareeque A. Sadiq*

Khadija Salman

Nicole P. Sanczyk

Allen J. Sanders

Douglas G. Sanders

Jessica C. Sanford

Haley G. Savoie

Kelly M. Schade

Kayla M. Schafhausen

Anna C. Schlueter

Allison M. Schumacher

Samuel A. Schurer

Cemaliye Semmedi

Jassiem Y. Shabazz

Timothy D. Shadoan

Shashank Sharma

Solomon M. Shepherd

Bianca T. Sibilly

Blaine C. Sickles

Colette K. Siddle

Benjamin H. Simpson

Jacob H. Simpson

YeaJin Sin

Amanda M. Sisler

Viesulas R. Sliupas

Andrew C. Smith

Melody A. Smith

Evan C. Snapp

Juliana J. Snyder

Victor L. Soder

John R. Sotos



Sydney S. Spotts

Julia P. Springhetti

Jessica J. Stanik

Andrew G. Stock

Aaron R. Strausbaugh

Mariah A. Strausbaugh

Samuel W. Stull

Julia M. Sturgill

Virginia I. Sturgill

Shaoyin Sun

Qasim A. Syed

Patrick G. Tang

Bryson W. Tarbet

Curtice J. Taylor

Nathan A. Thompson

Ashley J. Tims

Derek J. Todd

Mason C. Tomblin

Summer C. Tompkins

Sabrina N. Toy

Eric V. Tschiderer

Mario A. Vezza

John A. Waldon

Alexander J. Widman

Andrew D. Wigham

Miranda F. Wilde

Morgan D. Williams

Kaillie Winston

Mercedez S. Wood

Katherine E. Worland

Sierra L. Wright

Weiwei Wu

Natalie F. Wynne

Peter O. Yoshida*

Desiree C. Young

Yiling Yu

Julianne C. Zala

Emma I. Zangrando*

Eldar E. Zeynalov

*Leadership Donor



NOTES ON ACADEMIC DRESS

The history of academic dress reaches back to the early days of the oldest universities. A statute 
of 1321 required all “Doctors, Licentiates, and Bachelors” of the University of Coimbra to wear 
gowns. In England during the second half of the 14th century, the statutes of certain colleges 
forbade “excess in apparel” and prescribed the wearing of a long gown. It is still a question 
whether academic dress finds its sources chiefly in ecclesiastical or civilian dress. Gowns may 
have been considered necessary for warmth in the unheated buildings used by medieval 
scholars. Hoods may have served to cover the tonsured head until superseded for that purpose 
by the skull cap. The cap was displaced by a headdress similar to ones now recognized as 
“academic.”

European institutions continue to show great diversity in their specifications of academic dress. 
However, when American colleges and universities desired to adopt a system of academic 
apparel a half-century ago, they worked out a system that all might follow. The code for 
academic costumes now in effect was approved by the Committee on Academic Costumes and 
Ceremonies appointed by the American Council on Education in 1959. The following information 
is taken from that code.*

GOWNS. The gown for the bachelor’s degree has pointed sleeves and is worn closed. The gown 
for the master’s degree has an oblong sleeve, open at the wrist, with the sleeve base hanging 
down in the traditional manner. The rear part of the sleeve’s oblong shape is square cut and the 
front part has an arc cut away. It may be worn open or closed. Bachelor’s and master’s gowns 
have no trimming, but the doctor’s may be faced on the front with black or colored velvet and 
with three bars of the same across the sleeves. If color is used, it is the color distinctive of the 
subject to which the degree pertains, and it matches the edging or binding of the hood. For all 
academic purposes, including trimmings of doctors’ gowns, edging of hoods, and tassels of caps,
the colors associated with different subjects are as follows:

 Agriculture—Maize Medicine—Green
 Arts, Letters, Humanities—White Music—Pink
 Commerce, Accountancy, Business—Drab Nursing—Apricot
 Dentistry—Lilac Oratory (Speech)—Silver Gray
 Economics—Copper Pharmacy—Olive Green
 Education—Light Blue Philosophy—Dark Blue
 Engineering—Orange Physical Education—Sage Green
 Fine Arts—Brown Public Administration—Peacock Blue
 Forestry—Russet Public Health—Salmon Pink
 Journalism—Crimson Science—Golden Yellow
 Law—Purple Social Work—Citron
 Library Science—Lemon Theology—Scarlet
 Veterinary Science—Gray

HOODS. Hoods are lined with the official color or colors of the college or university conferring 
the degree. The binding or edging of the hood is a color distinctive of the subject to which the 
degree pertains.

CAPS. Mortarboards are generally worn as part of the academic costume. The long tassel 
fastened to the middle point of the cap’s top is either black or the color appropriate to the 
subject. It is customary for degree candidates to wear the tassel on the right side before degrees 
are conferred and to shift them to the left when the degrees are awarded. This custom is in some 
respects a substitute for the individual hooding.

*An Academic Costume Code and Ceremony Guide, American Universities and Colleges, 
American Council on Education, Washington, D.C.
ceremony.



THE UNIVERSITY SEAL OF OFFICE AND THE ORIGINAL 
UNIVERSITY HANDBELL

The Seal of Office worn by Dr. Jones was designed by Mr. Reveley G. Beattie, a former trustee, 
and a member of the jewelry firm that made it. The seal symbolizes administrative 
responsibility and is suspended from a chain, the links of which are copied from a chain-mail 
surplice. A laurel wreath, ancient symbol of a chief executive, surrounds a replica of the official 
seal of the University and is quartered by keystones, representing the broad divisions of a 
liberal arts education. Two medallions are set in the chain above the presidential seal, one of 
which carries a replica of the tower of University Hall, surrounded by the motto: “Christ the 
Chief Cornerstone.” The other seal is a reproduction of the globe with the inscription: “Serving 
All Mankind Worldwide.”

The Commencement ceremonies will conclude with the ringing of the handbell first used in 1842 
to call classes to order. It was presented to the University in 1941 by Nicholas Jones, grandson of 
the original owner, on the 100th anniversary of Founders’ Day. It will also be used as a part of 
the opening Convocation in August.

PHOTOGRAPHY AT COMMENCEMENT

A professional photographer will take a color photograph as Dr. Jones presents each graduating 
senior with his or her diploma. The photographic studio, Graduation Foto®, will email a proof of 
the photo to each senior within approximately a week after Commencement, and at that time 
orders for prints may be sent directly to the studio. Graduates and family members may also 
order prints at GraduationFoto.com. There is no obligation to purchase prints, and they pay no 
charge unless prints are ordered. The photographer will be present if Commencement is held 
outdoors or in the Gordon Field House of the Branch Rickey Physical Education Center.

Diplomas will be presented in alphabetical order as the names are listed in the Commencement 
program. Photographs should be taken before and after the ceremony.

FACULTY MARSHALS
Bradley R. Trees, B.A., M.S., Ph.D., Head Marshal
Patricia A. DeMarco, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.
Lynda K. Hall, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.
David M. Johnson, B.A., M.S., Ph.D.

STUDENT MARSHALS
Kristen E. Nooney
Meaghan J. Teitelman

OHIO WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY BRASS ENSEMBLE
Dr. Larry Griffin, OWU Professor of Music, Trumpet and Director
Hayden Biedenham, Tuba
Allen Klenect, Trombone
Alex McPherson, Trumpet
Kamryn Staton, Trumpet
Mary Wadell, Horn
Joshua Zoppa, Trumpet

STUDENT ASSISTANTS TO ANDRES DUARTE ’65
Colette Siddle
Melody Smith
Ashley Tims

Family and friends are invited to share photos, videos, and other Commencement-related well 
wishes by tagging social media posts with #owu2017 and @ohiowesleyan.



Helpful Information for Our Commencement Guests

Public safety officers are on the grounds to answer your questions and 
assist you with directions. 

If you need medical assistance, the first-aid station is located on the 
second floor of the Schimmel/Conrades Science Center.

A lost-and-found for personal property and for children is located near 
the first-aid station in the science center.

This Commencement ceremony is being simulcast live in the atrium of 
the Hamilton-Williams Campus Center.

Video of the ceremony also is being streamed to the Web and will be 
archived there to allow our graduates to share this special day with 
family and friends who are not able to attend.

In observance of the formality of this occasion, please turn off all cell 
phones or silence the ringers prior to the beginning of the ceremony.

Congratulations to the Ohio Wesleyan Class of 2017.










